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FROM DON HANSON, Cdr  

President, VP-1 POPs  

We had a good time! 
Having been to several 
VP-2 squadron reun-
ions, and the kick-off 
VP-1 POPs reunion at 
Rich Hunt s in Belling-
ham, Fay and I looked 
forward to the Pensa-
cola reunion.   

As you may know, I 
started married life and 

flying life at Pensacola many moons ago. 
The area holds many memories: friends, 
Corry, Whiting, Saufley, obstacle course, 
step test, $85-a-month rent, fire ants, 
roaches, etc. But have you sat down and 
thought about the bag full of memories we 
have from our P-2/P-3 transition days? Do 
you realize that we came home from de-
ployment with P-2s, rotated people in-and-
out, transitioned to P-3s at Moffet, deployed 
with P-3s, and changed home port while 
deployed 

 

all in POPs (our) cycle time. As 
Tex Coleman said, "It hadn t been done 
before, and it hasn t been done since."  

We had a good time reminiscing. In fact, 
some of the group didn t even get to dinner 
on Saturday evening. An impromptu 
"potluck" cocktail party materialized around 
the motel pool. This included a lot of sea 
stories, good conversation, and, remember 
when? ."  

I d like to say a bit about four things; suc-
cess, skippers, wives, and recruiting.  

First success: I believe Willie Williams 
and his crew in Pensacola did an out-
standing job. The motel chosen was close to 
the base and all events, the schedule pro-
vided ample free time to relax and see Pen-
sacola and its surroundings. The food at all 
events was good, and the picnic and dance 
crews were outstanding. Also, a good deal 

of credit must go to Don Grove, Gene 
Poole, Rich Hunt, and others who pulled 
duty in setting it up. Grumpy Taylor has 
to aim high to follow in the wake of this 
and Rich Hunt`s gatherings  

Second, I d like to thank the four, (and 
nearly five -- Bert Howard couldn t make 
it), skippers who were there. We were 
part of their lives, and yes, they were a 
part of our lives. Many young lives were 
shaped by these leaders. "Thank you for 
coming, and may you be with us at future 
reunions."  

Third, I d like to thank and acknowledge 
the wives who attended, and those who 
were not able to be with us. The ones who 
attended truly enjoyed themselves and 
had as many sea stories to swap as we 
squadron-mates. Our wives faced and 
handled many deployment challenges. 
They also accepted the challenges of our 
return home and easing back into the 
"man-around-the-house" mode. And, do 
you recall they saddled-up, sold the 
house, and moved to Hawaii while we 
were gone? Talk about stories.  

And finally, I d like to say a few words 
about missing mates. I don t think we 
look at deciding to attend a reunion with a 
full view: we often say, do I/we want to 
see all those people ? Turn it around and 
hear this, "We want to see you." Before 
the 97 reunion at Rich Hunt s, Tex Cole-
man called me, and part of his conversa-
tion was wondering about going to the 
reunion. I remember saying, "Tex, it s not 
just that you want to see them, they want 
to see you." I like to think it helped firm 
up his decision to attend.  

Each of us knows several mates we d like 
to see again. Let us each step up and con-
tact one, two, or even three shipmates, 
and tell them that we d like to see them at 
the next reunion. See you at Memphis.   

OUR ANCIENT WARRIOR  

The eldest of the Fleet s Finest attend-
ing the recent VP-1 POPs Y2K Reunion 
at Pensacola was . . . drum roll . . . Master 
Chief Gene Poole.  It seems that during 
the early part of our gathering a couple of 
unworthies vied for the eldest crown.  
Mardy Lewis put in a bid for the title at 
the Friday evening banquet, but was soon 
shushed by Tex Coleman, who then 
thought that he had the designation suit-
cased. (Where was Jeff Stinson?)  

Until . . . Saturday night, during the im-
promptu pool party at the Comfort Inn, 
Gene let the cat out of the bag. It seems 
Gene was born (are there any witnesses 
still around?) in 1927, three years before 
our honored ex C.O.  His Washington 
State Driver s License and military I D 
card were accepted as legal proof.    

How many of you knew 
that, while still a wet 
behind the ears young-
ster, Gene served in the 
U. S. Merchant Marine 
during Word War Two? 
His ship was torpedoed 
and sunk by a Nazi 
submarine and he spent 
22 days bobbing around 
in a life raft. Gene and 
his mates were finally 
rescued by a British aircraft carrier, 
H.M.S. Activity. He s still an active 
member of the World War Two Merchant 
Marine Association. Gene says, age 
wise, I m just a kid at their meetings .  

How s that for your teenage formative 
years. Boys grew up quick back in them 
thar days! (Gene did have to fib a little 
about his age in order to join-up, though).  

Gene went on to fly off carriers as a Navy 
aircrewman; in AD Spads and A3D 
Whales  then on to P2Vs & P-3s.  

Master Chief Poole, retired for over 20 



school at Naval Air Technical Training 
Center, Memphis, Tennessee.  

From the very moment we learned about the 
different types of naval aircraft and where 
they were based Les wanted a Patrol Squad-
ron out of Hawaii. It was all he ever talked 
about 

 
his big desire.  Me, I wanted a 

fighter or attack squadron on the East 
Coast. The type of squadron didn t matter 
as long as it was carrier based.  

I had an uncle in the Merchant Marine and 
my stepfather had been an Aviation Gunner 
and air crewman during the Second World 
War. He had flown off the USS Lexington 
during the invasion of Okinawa. As a 
youngster I made several pilgrimages with 
him to Pensacola so he could see the mighty 
Lex once again.  On one of these trips we 

stopped off for a tour of the battleship USS 
Alabama on Mobile bay. I must have been 
about 8 or 9 years old at the time, and was 
totally fascinated by the big ship and all the 
things that were on it. It s a fascination I 
was never able to get over. I couldn t wait 
to go aboard a ship.    

Les and I were both assigned to AME A 
school in the fall of 1971. The training was 
not hard for me.  In fact I sort of breezed 
through it, becoming a class leader. One of 
the perks at AME A school was that the 
students were able to select their first duty 
station from a list of assignments sent from 
the detailers. About the last week of A 
school we walked into our classroom to find 
7 sets of orders written on the chalkboard.  
At the top of the list was VP-1, at Barbers 
Point, Hawaii. As soon as he saw the board 
Les let out a cry and just about had a fit.  

To back track a little, it seems that while we 
were going through training in Memphis 
Les had been able to go home on quite a 
few weekends. And, while he was there on 
his home turf, he had fallen in love. Seeing 
those orders for VP-1 on the board he was 
heart broken. It was just what he had 
wanted 

 

but now, being smitten, Hawaii 
was just too far away from his new fiancée. 
I don t remember if Les actually cried right 
there in class, but if not he was very close to 
tears.    

Les was so upset that he approached the 
Petty Officer in charge of our class and 
pleaded with him to get out of having to 
take the orders to VP-1. The First Class 
Petty Officer told Les that the only way he 
could get out of those orders was to find a 
classmate with a similar EAOS who would 
swap with him. That s where I came in. 
As I said before, Les and I had gone 
through recruit training together. Our 

years now, was recently called to the East 
Coast for induction into the Combat 
Aircrew Roll of Honor . He was honored 
last November at Charleston, South Caro-
lina in a ceremony aboard the Yorktown. 
The tribute was for the flying Gene did in 
ADs, the Douglas Skyraider, while 
aboard the Bon Homme Richard during 
the Korean War. The induction was by 
Admirals Flatley and Fallon.  Hand sa-
lute! Two!   

PASSINGS  

Robert Bob Moilanen passed away on 
January 3, 1999. His sister, Kathy, said 
that he suffered from diabetes and en-
dured a tough struggle with his illness. 
Bob was an AW in VP-1. He flew with 
crew-3 (Lcdr Bob Verwers, AWC Jim 
Harvey, AE1 Mike Kelleigh, et al.)  

The first Master Chief Petty Officer of the 
Navy (MCPON) Del Black passed away 
in early March 2000 at the age of 77. 
Shipmate Black set the standard for the 
Senior Enlisted Advisor position, serving 
as MCPON from 1967 until he retired in 
1971.   

DidJaNo: In February 1959, the Navy 
awarded Lockheed a contract to develop a 
replacement for the aging P2V Neptune. 
(The aging P2V had then been in the 
Navy inventory about 13 years). The P3V 
Orion, derived from Lockheed's success-
ful L188 Electra airliner, entered the 
Navy s inventory in July 1962, and al-
most 40 years later it remains the Navy's 
sole land-based, long-range, antisubma-
rine warfare and maritime patrol aircraft. 
It has gone through one designation 
change (P3V to P-3) and three major 
models: P-3A, P-3B, and P-3C, the latter 
being the only one now in active service. 
The last U. S. Navy P-3 came off the 
production line at the Lockheed plant in 
April 1990. Fifteen nations now use the 
P-3 as their maritime patrol aircraft.    

SWAP APPROVED  

By Jim McNinch, AME2  

I m not really the guy who should be 
sharing the next reunion with you.  The 
guy who should be there is Leslie Squires. 
Les and I went through recruit training 
together at RTC Orlando, Florida; then 
basic aviation training, and AME A 

EAOS was within 3 days of each other.  
And, by that time, I didn t care where I 
went as long as it was warm most of the 
time. The PO1 took me aside and told me 
VP-1 was the best set of orders on the 
board. I d almost be assured of going to 
the Philippines for long periods of time. 
Meanwhile a couple of other Petty Offi-
cers were trying to console Les.  

But Les was desperate.  He was in love 
and he wasn t going to let anything stand 
in the way of true love, even if it meant 
giving up his dream of serving with a 
Patrol Squadron in Hawaii. So I agreed to 
take the orders to VP-1. Les and I had to 
talk to the Master Chief in charge of 
AME A school to see if he could square 
away the swap in orders.  A little later 
that day the word came down from top-
side that the swap had been approved.    

During my remaining time at A school 
I was called up to the front of the class 
and made to stand at attention for lengthy 
periods. The instructors said that this was 
to toughen me up 

 

for I was going to be 
working for one of the meanest, roughest, 
toughest Chief AMEs in the fleet. None 
other than the notorious AMEC Mike 
GRUMPY Taylor.  

After A school graduation I never saw 
Les again.  But, I did add him to the list 
of people I cussed while I was up in a P-3 
wheel well changing an HRD bottle. But 
Les was right to be upset because by not 
accepting his orders to VP-1 he missed 
the opportunity to be associated with 
some of the finest people I ve ever 
known. I ll always consider myself one of 
the luckiest men alive for having the 
chance to serve with The Fleet s Finest , 
VP-1.  And, especially with Chief Taylor, 
who taught me more than he ll ever real-
ize.  

(Editor s Note: Jim McNinch, has volunteered 
to assist the rough, tough, Chief, Mike 

Grumpy Taylor, as publicity chairman for 
the 2003 reunion).   

DidJaNo: The U. S. Navy gave Lockheed 
a contract to design a P-7A to replace the 
P-3C way back in 1990. The P-7A was to 
look similar to the P-3C but with a 
slightly longer fuselage, wider wings, 
new propulsion systems, and updated 
avionics. But, due to the high design engi-
neering costs (and probably the end of the 
cold war) the contract was canceled.  

THE STREAK 
(or was it St Elmo himself)  

By Reisse Perin, AW2 



 
I joined VP-1 during the summer of 1969 at 
NAS Whidbey Island. The squadron was in 
the midst of the transition to P-3s. There 
weren t too many people around as so many 
were in the training pipeline. One day I 
went up on a flight in a P2V with Lcdr 
Drees to get some flight time in. This was 
my first P2V flight, so of course I wanted to 
sit in the plexiglass nose, the green-house . 
After take-off I got into the nose section 
and rolled the seat out on the rails. It was 
great. Beautiful! Until suddenly we bored 
directly into a cloud formation. I came out 
of that seat like I d been shot. I proceeded 
up the hatch and aft over the wing beam 
without ever touching any of the fuselage. I 
can t even say for sure that my feet touched 
the deck. Sliding over the wing beam I 
landed in a heap next to the radioman who 
was grinning from ear to ear. It turned out 
that was pretty much standard squadron 
operating procedure for indoctrinating a 
new crewman. I was told that I probably set 
a new squadron record for interior airborne 
passage from nose to waist in a P2V. That 
was over 30 years ago! How time flies.  

THE FLIGHT CREW  

By Jan Giddings  

An original poem written at the VP-1 POPs Pen-

sacola Reunion in May 2000 by AMH1 Bob Gid-
dings wife.  

This is your life; I share it with you. 
Your memories you share with your crew.  

At times I wonder who s closer to you; 
Me  your family  or your crew.  

I can guess where I fit in; 
I can guess for the family too.  

But I know, by knowing you, 
Where your heart lies.  

And I thank God for them too; 
For your life depended upon your crew.  

(Editor s Note: Jan wrote this on a napkin during 
our Sunday Brunch at the Lighthouse Point CPO 
Club). 

Aloha Squadron Mates  

From Willie Williams, AMSC  

First of all, I want to thank y all for coming 

to Pensacola for our Y2K reunion. It sure 
was nice seeing old friends and shipmates 
again. I hope everyone enjoyed them-
selves while here. Judging from the letters 
and e-mail messages I've gotten, it seems 
like most people really had a good time.   

My gang of cronies (the 
picnic cooks) said that 
y all seemed like a real 
nice bunch of people. I'll 
tell you, these friends of 
mine down here are a 
bunch of super people. 
They enjoyed them-
selves at the picnic too.  

It seemed like three days just wasn't  
enough time to get in all the events I had 
planned for the gathering. Oh well, if any 
of you happen to come back to Pensacola 
for a visit, be sure to look me up. My 
patio bar is always open, or as Groovy 
Grove calls it, "Willie's Filipino Beer 

Garden". Those of you that did make it 
up to the patio had to admit it was some-
thing different. We even got Groovy to 
indulge in a few beers with our little 
group that final Sunday evening.  

The staff at the Comfort Inn (our motel) 
said you folks were a fine group of peo-
ple. All were well behaved ladies and 
gentlemen 

 

just like "Gentleman Wil-
lie". Now that y all are gone, the people 
down here say I'm back to my old self 
again. Whatever that means.  

This coming October we've got a VP-40 
(seaplanes) reunion here in Pensacola. I 
doubt, though, that it will come close to 
being like the great time we had. Russ 
Fredrick 

 

I'll be expecting to see you 
down here, and maybe we'll tip a few at 
my Filipino Beer Garden. Mardy Lewis, 
you're invited also, (as if you needed a 
special invitation).  

THE NAVY S P-3 ORION LINEUP FOR YEAR 2000  

SQUADRON

 
     LOCATION

 
             CODE

 
    NICKNAME

     
VP-1          NAS Whidbey Island, WA YB The Fleets Finest, or 
                                                                                         Screaming Eagles 
VP-4         MCAS Kaneohe Bay, HI YD Skinny Dragons 
VP-5         NAS Brunswick, ME               LA  Mad Foxes 
VP-8         NAS Brunswick, ME  LC Tigers 
VP-9         MCAS Kaneohe Bay               PD Golden Eagles 
VP-10         NAS Brunswick, ME               LD Red Lancers 
VP-16         NAS Jacksonville, FL LF War Eagles 
VP-26         NAS Brunswick, ME               LK Tridents 
VP-30         NAS Jacksonville, FL LL The Pro s Nest 
VP-40         NAS Whidbey Island               QE Fighting Marlins 
VP-45         NAS Jacksonville, FL LN Pelicans 
VP-46         NAS Whidbey Island               RC Grey Knights 
VP-47         MCAS Kaneohe Bay, HI RD Golden Swordsmen 
VPU-1         NAS Brunswick, ME               OB Old Buzzards 
VPU-2         MCAS Kaneohe Bay, HI SP Wizards 
VQ-1         NAS Whidbey Island, WA PR World Watchers 
VQ-2         NS Rota, Spain               JQ The Dons 
VQ-11         NAS Brunswick, ME    LP Bandits 
VX-1         NAS Patuxent River, MD JA Pioneers  

VP-62         NAS Jacksonville, FL LT Broadarrows 
VP-64         NAS Willow Grove, PA LU Condors 
VP-65         NAWS Point Mugu, CA PG Tridents 
VP-66         NAS Willow Grove, PA LV Liberty Bells 
VP-69         NAS Whidbey Island, WA PJ Totems 
VP-92         NAS Brunswick, ME               LY Minutemen 
VP-94         NAS New Orleans, LA PZ Crawfishers  

Thanx, & a hand salute, to Jimmy Lee, ADJC, for the above info 



What a relief!  

The majority of attendees at the reunions 
so far have been the former senior person-
nel of the squadron. Where are our 
younger shipmates? The answer is they re 
still working, raising families, etc. With-
out the younger personnel attending, our 
reunions are incomplete. During the time 
frame that VP-1 POPs covers we all 
served and contributed to that armed 
conflict in Vietnam. That brought us 
together more than you realize. Red 
alerts at Cam Ranh Bay, monsoon condi-
tions to work and fly in, and crossing the 
Po river were some of our extra bene-

fits. The possibility of bodily harm was 
always there.  

Regardless of conditions, we all pulled 
together at all levels and did an out-
standing job. This took respect for each 
other no matter what the seniority of rate 
or rank. We worked as a team and made 
some wonderful friendships. Now then, 
isn t it time to renew these old friend-
ships?  

The next reunion will be in the Memphis 
area in the fall of 2003. That gives every-
one plenty of time to plan. We don t have 
fancy reunions. Dress is always casual 
and informal 

 

no coats or ties, and no 
long-winded speakers. Max time is re-
served for visiting, conversing, etc.  

For those concerned about cost to attend, 
expense so far has been mostly for trans-
portation and lodging. In 03 getting to 
Memphis could be accomplished by driv-
ing instead of expensive air transporta-
tion. You d then have your vehicle avail-
able for local transportation while there 
and wouldn t need to rent a car. The 
Memphis Navy Support Activity may 

I m already looking forward to our next 
reunion up in Memphis in 2003. Grumpy 

 
if you need any advice or help in plan-

ning it, just give me a call or e-mail me, 
and I'll be glad to do whatever I can.  

Don Hanson 

 
I hand carried your let-

ter-of-appreciation over to the Comfort 
Inn and the gals there really appreciated 
it.  They said,  Thanks a lot for the 
thank you .  

Well folks, that s it for now. Aloha.  

Editors Note: I think this is a good place to 
thank the guys, Willie s crew if you will, that 
made our Saturday picnic so enjoyable. They 
did all the setting-up, fire tending, cooking, etc.   

Hearty THANKS from the VP-1 P-3 
Orion Pioneers to the cooks at our reun-
ion picnic: Mario Sacco (head cook); 
Buddy Strempel; Moe Flores; and Pete 
Baum. Also a hand salute to AD1 Ken 
Butler, our inside man at NAS Pensa-
cola s MWR. He took care of many little 
items for our picnic 

 

smoothed out the 
bumps so to speak. Ken is a VP-1 sailor at 
heart 

 

he went to shore duty at Pensacola 
from The Fleets Finest at Whidbey just a 
couple years ago..  

Letters from our association president 
have been sent to the C.O. of NTTC 
Corry Station (Crosswinds Club), and the 
C.O. of NAS Pensacola (Lighthouse Point 
CPO Club), thanking them & their club 
staffs for the super treatment we received 
and the professional manner in which our 
events were handled. Thanks especially to 
Mike, the manager, and Maureen John-
son, at the Corry Station Crosswinds 
Club. Also, to Jane Pulford, manager at 
NAS s Lighthouse Point CPO Club, and 
her fine staff. Willie did some checking 
and reports that these accolades have 

trickled down from the C.O. s office to the 
club staffs, and were made a part of their 
official employment records.  

By the way, for those that are curious, the 
P-3 that buzzed our Saturday afternoon 
picnic on Bayou Grande was an Orion from 
reserve Patrol Squadron 94 out of New 
Orleans. I still wonder if Willie didn t have 
that all set up in advance.   

WHERE HAVE ALL THE  
Young MEN GONE?  

By Don Swendsen, Lcdr  

While I wasn t able to make it to the reun-
ion this year due to ill health, I certainly 
intend to be at the Memphis reunion in 
03 .   

Don Grove brought me a videotape of this 
year s reunion, which was most welcome. 
That tape, coupled with the 97 reunion up 
in the Northwest, sure brought back some 
memories. You can t imag-
ine grown men, after years 
of separation, upon seeing 
each other, shaking hands, 
sharing hugs, and yes, even 
shedding a few tears.  

However, whatever hap-
pened to the young, trim, and bright-eyed 
men that we remember so well? Seems 
there is an abundance of gray hair (or lack 
of hair), and even some enlarged waistlines. 
We have also contributed greatly to the 
optometry profession as evidenced by the 
profusion of those wearing glasses. How d 
we get old so quickly? It only takes a few 
minutes of conversation with an old ship-
mate in his latest disguise to discover that 
he is still the same as we remembered him. 

By now everyone is probably wondering just which folks attended the big shindig down in Pensacola. Hopefully, the 
following is a correct list of those that came to our 2nd big gathering. If I ve missed anyone or listed anyone incorrectly, 
gomen! Let me know & I ll correct the master roster of attendees. Here we go . . .  Jack & Carol Adams; Jack Bachhofer; 
Ross & Jane Bonny; Tom & Donna Browning; Charlie Budenz; John & Terri Byczek; Mike & Linda Callihan; Tom & Jo 
Chambliss; Ernie & Loretta Chiucchi; Ron & Dora Claggett; Lex & Betty Cobb; Tex & June Coleman; John & Pam Coy; 
Mike & Mary Creger; Doug Deviney; Pete & Pat Drees; Donna Dvorak; Swede & Kay Erickson; Jack & Elizabeth 
Forte; Russ & Peggy Fredrick; Cliff Freund; Stan Frosbutter; Kris Garrick; Bob & Jan Giddings; John & Mary Gislason; 
Gus & Betty Goldenpenny; Earl & Bernie Greenman; Bob & Cora Gregor; Don & Ellen Grove; Jim & Myrna Hamilton; 
Don & Fay Hanson; Jim & Pat Harvey; Bill & Delores Holman; Carson & Diana Hunt; Rich & Ruth Hunt; Foots & Sharon 
Huston; Ben & Ellie Johnson; Bill & Pat Johnson; Paul & Annette Johnston; Jimmy Lee; Mardy & Carol Lewis; Steve & 
Linda Linn; Jim & Marlene McAllister; Van & Julia McCollough; Bill McDonough; Donn & Roberta McKinnon; Mike & Salli 
McQuaid; Jim & Gail Melton; Poncho & Renona Morales; Bob Nedry; Tom & Sylvia Nunno; Bob & Joyce Oliver; Tom & 
Alma Olson; Larry & Luci Perdue; Johnny & Nancy Perez; Richard Poffenberger; Gene & Carol Poole; Jim & Eleanor 
Radigan; Frank & Renée Raynor; Ed & Susan Risinger; Bill & Janie Sarver; Greg & Sandy Smock; Stu Stebbings; Lou 
Tafoya; Mike Taylor; Richard & Ellen Towner; Dan & Ona Truax; Dan Turbeville; Tom & Patsy Vanderhorst; Dan & Sina 
Waldrop; Willie & Tina Williams; John ( J.B. ) & Doretta Williams; Dave Witt; Jim & Linda Wooten; and Mike & Susan 
Zins. 



 

We also had white T-shirts of various sizes 
with our VP-1 POPs emblem affixed on the 
front, along with VP-1 POPs ball caps, and 
VP-1 POPs key chains. 
The key chains & T-shirts have our VP-1 
eagle, globe, & chain emblem on them, 

with VP-1 POPs printed in the banner 
beneath the globe in place of PATRON 

have some lodging, such as a Navy 
Lodge, or available quarters, if you re still 
packing an I D card. Our members setting 
up the gathering will have more info on 
this as reunion time approaches. With 
three years notice one should be able to 
set aside a few dollars a month 

 
and 

come reunion time, funds will be avail-
able.  

Please give this next reunion your most 
serious consideration as you ll all be most 
welcome 

 

the junior airman 

 

the bull 
Ensign 

 

the guys TAD to AIMD 

 

those 
working away from squadron central at 
the galley, the hospital, etc., 

 

you ll be 
made to feel right at home.   

Some of us older members may not be 
able to make many more reunions and 
we d certainly like to see you again. If 
you wait until it s convenient for you, it 
may be you saying, where have all the 
OLD

 

men gone?

    

AIR MUSEUM VP-1 PLAQUE  

At our reunion brunch on Sunday morn-
ing, Charlie Budenz brought up the fact 
that he couldn t find a plaque with the 
PatRon ONE logo of our era on display at 
the Naval Air Museum. His short, to the 
point speech invigorated the gang & we 
vowed to correct that oversight. Pensacola 
resident Willie Williams volunteered to 
take on the project. He planned to task Al 
McCoy, the fellow who did our emblem 
T-shirts, mouse pads, coasters, and coffee 
cups, to make up our eagle, globe, & 
chain VP-1 emblem. Willie said he 
would mount the emblem on an appropri-
ate plaque and present the finished prod-
uct to the folks at the Naval Air Museum 
for public display.  

VP-1 POPs LOGO ITEMS  

At the Y2K Reunion we had some souve-
nir items available for our members to 
take home as mementos of the grand 
event.  

Every squadronmate who paid his regis-
tration fee & showed up at the registration 
table received a flexible P-3 Orion refrig-
erator magnet.  (Sorry, I couldn t get any 
with YB on the empenage).  

ONE .  

The ball caps are dark blue with a large 
golden eagle on the front center. In gold 
lettering, on one side of the eagle is VP-
1 , and on the other side is POPs . The 
ball caps sold-out at Pensacola, but if 
there is enough interest we can have more 
made.  

VP-1 POPs MEMBERSHIP 2000/2001  

Following is a list of our current members-in-good-standing for the 2000/2001 
biennium. If your name is not on this list you have either never joined our elite 
group, or else you haven t paid your dues for the current biennium. Membership 
is $10 for a two-year period, so in actuality it s only $5 per year. To get your 
name on this list send your $10 dues to VP-1 POPs, c/o Don Grove, 2024 
Brairwood Dr., Oak Harbor, WA  98277-8546. You ll then be a paid-up member 
through the end of 2001. Make checks payable to VP-1 POPs . Here are our 
current members: Jerry ADAIR; Jack ADAMS; Jack BACHHOFER; Jeff BAR-
CLAY; Marty BECKER; Gary BENNER; John BERGER; Jack BERRY; Dave 
BETZ; Dave BEVINGTON; Gary BLOCKER;  Ross BONNY; Gene BRENNAN; 
Tom BROWNING; Charlie BUDENZ; Al BURCHI; Cotton BURDEN; John 
BYCZEK; Mike CALLIHAN; Bruce CARPENTER; Steve CARY; Tom CHAM-
BLISS; Ernie CHIUCCHI; Ron CLAGGETT; Spence CLOSSON; Jackie COBB; 
Lex COBB; Mike COLE; Tex COLEMAN; Spade COOLEY; Bob COONS; John 
COY; Mike CREGER; Doug CROWE; Bill CROWLEY; Lois DAUBE; Mark DEI-
CHERT; J. V. DeTHOMAS; Doug DEVINEY; Bob DEVRIES; Pete DREES; Jim 
DUDLEY; Jim DVORAK; Jim ELLIOTT; Don ELOWER; Doug ELSTON; Swede 
ERICKSON; Paul ESCHENFELDER; Bill FIELDING; Fred FINK; Jack FORTE; 
Russ FREDRICK; Cliff FREUND; Stan FROSBUTTER; Bob FULLER; Ray 
FUNK; Charlie GARDINER; Greg GARDNER; Dan GARRISON; John GAU-
KEL; Vance GAY; Pat GESLING; Bob GIDDINGS; Todd GILBERT; Mark GILS-
DORF; Jon GISLASON; Mike GLENN; Rocky GMEINER; Gus GOLDEN-
PENNY; Bob GRAY; Earl GREENMAN; Bob GREGOR; Jim GROMELSKI; Don 
GROVE; Ray GROVE; Dick HAGLUND; Jim HAMILTON; Don HANSON; Jim 
HARVEY; Phil HAWKINS; Chuck HIGHTOWER; Billy HILL; K. C. HILL; Bill 
HOLMAN; Mike HOLPUCH; Bert HOWARD; Carson HUNT; Rich HUNT; 
George HUNTER; Ricky HUNTER; Foots HUSTON; Bill JOHNSON; E. B. 
Ben JOHNSON; Gary JOHNSON; Paul JOHNSTON; John JUNK; C. K. 

KAUAHI; Doc KEELER; Mike KELLEIGH; Dave KIASKI; Mel KOSSEN; Bill 
LANSING; Jack LAUTENSCHLAGER; Jimmie LEE; Rob LERSCH; Mardy 
LEWIS; Roland LILLYBLAD; Steve LINN; Cliff LOY; Jim LUPER; Paul LUSK; 
Larry MANARO; Jim McALLISTER; Mac McCOMAS; Bob McCOY; Van 
McCULLOUGH;  Bill McDONOUGH; Donn McKINNON; Jim McNINCH; Mike 
McQUAID; Jim MELTON; Jim MILLIGAN; Tom MITCHELL; Ron MONTGOM-
ERY; Poncho MORALES; Paul MORASCH; Doug MURDOCK; Burt MYERS; 
Dave NASS; Bob NEDRY; Tom NUNNO; Bob OLIVER; Tom OLSON; Peter 
OLSSON; Steve PALMER; Virgil PATTIN; Larry PERDUE; Johnny PEREZ; 
Reisse PERIN; Vic PESCE; Greg PIERCE; Gene POOLE; Pat POTTER; Keith 
PRITCHARD; Dave QUAYLE; Jim RADIGAN; Frank RAYNOR; Harry REC-
TOR; Barkley REED: Rick REIDHEAD; Mike RELLO; Larry RICKMAN; Ed RIS-
INGER; Curt ROBERTS; Rich RUNDLE; Gary RYAN; Rick SALAS; Bill SAR-
VER; Jake SCANLON; Rich SHANTINI; Don SEGUR; Ken SHERMAN; Rod 
SKOGE; Freddy SMART; Greg SMOCK; Dave SRITE; Stu STEBBINGS; Jeff 
STINSON; Tom STRUTZ; Don SWENDSEN; Ron SWITZER; Lou TAFOYA; 
Mike TAYLOR; John THOMLEY; Jerry THORNBURG; Dan TORFIN; Richard 
TOWNER; Dan TRUAX; Dan TURBEVILLE; Ron VANDERGRIFT; Tom VAN-
DERHORST; Jerry VON RONNE; Dan WALDROP; Rick WATSON; Don 
WAUGH; Lance WEDELL: D. R. WHITE; Willie WILLIAMS; J. B. WILLIAMS; 
Ken WILLIAMS; Dave WITT; Jim WOOTEN; and Mike ZINS.  

If there s a mistake in the above listing, please give me a holler. Phone number (360) 

The ranks and rates listed 
in this publication are 
those held by the persons 
when they were attached to 
Patrol Squadron ONE back in 



but some still look the same. A little older 

 
a little heavier 

 
a little grayer, 

maybe. The personalities are all still 
pretty much the 
same. Same bull 

 
different decade.   

I sincerely hope 
our bonding never 
ends, and that we 
can convince more 
of our younger VP-
1 POPs people to 
join us so that our 
group never loses 
its esprit décor.   

I plan to be at Memphis in 2003, and hope 
to see everyone there, especially those 
individuals who were AWOL from Pen-
sacola. Remember 

 

we re not getting any 
younger, and we served with THE 
FLEETS FINEST!   

My wife, Jan, mentioned the fact that a 
large number of the wives came to this 
reunion and she is now starting to get 
acquainted with these wonderful ladies. 
All of you guys 

 

bring your better half 
next time  hear!  

To all my ex-squadronmates  God bless 
you 

 

and may your health keep. See 
you at Grumpy s big bash in Memphis.   

DidJaNo: The United States Customs 
Service P-3 Maritime Surveillance Ser-
vice site at Jacksonville is now In opera-
tion.  BuNo 155299 was transferred to Jax 
on 9 Feb from Corpus Christi. This is the 
first operational USCS P-3 to be assigned 
to Jacksonville s Naval Air Station. This 
site will eventually be home to eight 
USCS P-3 aircraft. Currently, the aircraft 
will return to Corpus Christi, TX, for 
Phase I nspect i ons and any 
planned heavy maintenance.  

(Our Jack Bachhofer, a Jax area resident, 
recently informed me that it looks like the 
8 USCS P-3 aircraft originally planned 
for NAS Jax might turn into 16 converted 
Orions. Also, a new USCS aircraft han-
gar is being constructed at NAS Jackson-
ville.)  

New IRDS System Tested. The Corpus 
Christi USCS office reported that a new 
Infrared Detecting Set named Star Sap-
phire made by Flir Systems Incorporated 
was installed into U.S. Customs' P-3 
BuNo 151390. This new system will be 
replacing the AN/AAS-36 currently in-
stalled in the USCS P-3 aircraft.  (Any of 

 
The caps are one-size fits all, with the top 
rear portion made of mesh to allow for 
airflow around the head. They sell for $5 
each, and went like hot cakes at the reun-
ion. Anyone who would like a VP-1 POPs 
ball cap please contact me. If there are 
enough purchasers to make it economi-
cally feasible I ll order some more from 
our supplier.  

The T-shirts sell for $15 each, and I have 
a few left. They are good quality, white, 
Hanes T-shirts. If you would like a shirt 
send me a check and specify the size de-
sired. The sizes currently on hand, subject 
to change as orders are received, are:   

   Large (42-44)          9 on hand 
   Extra Large (46-48)    12 on hand 
   2XL (50-52)          5 on hand  

We have a few of the P-3 Orion refrigera-
tor magnets left over. They may be pur-

chased for $1 
each. Get em 
while there avail-
able 

 

I don t 
think they ll last 
long.  

We also have 
some of the logo 
key chains in 
stock. They are 

very nice looking, with our logo encased 
in clear plastic, visible on both sides. 
These key chains are priced at $2 each.   

The above items may be ordered through 
me. Send payment with your order. Add 
$1 to each complete order for shipping 
costs. Make checks out to VP-1 POPs .   

Al McCoy, a retired Navy Chief Photog-
rapher, made a video tape of a good part 
of our Y2K Reunion. The tape is of good 
quality, in color, with sound. Al s inter-
view with many of the reunion attendees 
is on the tape. If you haven t heard Willie 
sing Roll Out the Barrel , you need this 
tape. Many of our people who were at the 
festivities ordered the video tape while at 
Pensacola and have already received their 
copy.   

These tapes sell for $15 & may be or-
dered from Al McCoy in Pensacola.   

Al also has VP-1 POPs logo mouse pads 
and coasters available. The mouse pads 
measure 9 x 8 , and the coasters are 3½ 
x 3½. Both the mouse pads & coasters are 
about ¼ thick. Prices for these items are: 

 
Mouse pads       $12 each 
Coasters (less than 6)  $2.50 each    

+ $2 S&H per order  
Coasters (6 or more)     $2 each    

+ $2 S&H per order 
Coffee Mugs contact Al  

The price of the video tapes and mouse 
pads includes shipping and handling. Add S 
& H charge if ordering  coasters.  

Send payment along with your order to Al 
McCoy, 6211 East Shore Dr., Pensacola, 
FL 32505-2039. Make checks payable to 
Alan McCoy . You can send an e-mail 

directly to Al in Pensacola for more info at 
a.k.mccoy@worldnet.att.net .   

Another great item. Carson Hunt, AMH3, 
one of our members, who now has his own 
photo studio, took a panoramic picture of 
all our guys at the Saturday picnic. In the 
photo, all are gathered on the beach with 
Bayou Grande in the background. He did a 
development job that night at Pensacola and 
had 5 x 7 color pictures ready for those that 
desired them at the brunch Sunday morning. 
(He was swamped). It s a great picture. But, 
even better, after returning home Carson 
enlarged the photo and did some computer 
enhancement. The enlarged photo is now 
12 wide, and more of a close-up. Ain t 
computers wunerful! I have a copy of the 
larger, enhanced picture. It s great! Every-
one is recognizable without using a magni-
fying glass. (There sure are a lot of VP-1 
POPs ball caps showing in the picture). You 
can procure a copy of the smaller, and/or 
larger photo, by ordering directly from Car-
son Hunt, 376 County Road #1, South 
Point, OH  45680. His phone is (740) 377-
9609. H i s e-mai l address i s 
ccae@zoomnet.net . Personally, I recom-

mend the larger, enhanced photograph. The 
price of these pictures is:  

5 x 7    $2.50 each + $2.00 S & H 
4 x 12  $4.50 each + $2.50 S & H  

SHIPMATES REUNIONS  

By Bob Giddings, AMH1  

The Pensacola reunion was a resounding 
success thanks to Willie, Mardy, and our 
group in Washington, Don Grove, Rich 
Hunt, et al.  

We did have a lot of AWOL persons, 
though. You guys and gals missed a fine 
party.   

I hadn t seen some of the folks there since 
1971. Some of the old swabs have changed, 


