MISSION ACCOMPLISHED

On the night of August 15" this past sum-
mer, VP-40’s crew four was suddenly in-
volved in a life-and-death task for which
they hadn’t been briefed. The squadron,
currently deployed, is operating with the
Fifth Fleet in the Indian Ocean and Ara-
bian Gulf. This night, while crew four was

performing surface surveillance in the Ara-

bian Gulf, coordinating with the HMCS
Calgary, a Canadian Frigate, an ill-fated

civilian helicopter was flying from Iran to
an oil platform in the Gulf. The Iranian g

helo went down in the Gulf about 60 miles
west of crew four’s position. The PPC, Lt.
Jeff Hills, and his crew responded immedi-
ately, transitioning to search and rescue
mode. They assumed the role of scene-of-
action commander for the ensuing search
and rescue operation. Throughout the night
mariners, oil platform personnel, and Navy
aircrewmen worked to save the lives of the
crash victims. The three people aboard the
downed helicopter were rescued and air-
lifted to a nearby hospital for treatment.
Crew four’s ability to coordinate Canadian
ships, Iranian assets, and merchant vessels
from a number of nations, during a night
time rescue mission was a significant ac-
complishment. Chalk up another success
for the venerable P-3 and a dedicated crew.
Fromthe NAS Whidbey Island Crosswinds

A

DAY

L -

DidJaNo—THhe Chimese Peopte’s tibara
tion Army — 2.1 million soldiers — is the
world’s largest. It has 75 maneuver divi-
sions compared to the U.S’s 10. It has a
1.5 million-man reserve and a 1 million-
man armed police force. Its 15" Airborne
Army has three divisions (30,000 soldiers)
that act as a quick reaction force.

ELECTRA /ORION HISTORY

NAVY

W‘%"’Ea o

PatRon One P-3 Orion Pioneers

NEWSLETTER #7

NOVEMBER 2000
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ELECTRA ONE - Lockheed built a twin
engine commercia airliner called the Elec-
tra that first flew February 23, 1934. This
Lockheed Electra
was a twin engine
aircraft that had re-
tractable landing
gear and two verti-
ca stabilizers. This
Electra model
looked similar to the
twin-engine, twin-
taill, Beechraft of
the World War Two

era.

This Electra, the first twin-engine bird to
do so, could cruise at 190 MPH. It was the
first twin engine plane to be certified by
the Civil Aeronautics Authority (the CAA,
which eventually evolved into the FAA we
know today). It was certified at Mines
Field, which is now Los Angeles Interna
tional Airport (LAX). Lockheed had in-
vested the huge sum of $139,000 to get this
Electra built and into the air. (Recently
Lockheed invested over $1 hillion to get a
major change done to the C-130, hmmm).
This original Electra could carry up to ten
passengers. Pilots and passengers liked the
1930s Electra for its comfort and viewing
ease. It was also used as a sightseeing air-
plane.

ELECTRA TWO - The second-generation
Electra, Lockheed’s L-188, was the prede-
cessor to the Navy’s P-3 Orion. This air-
craft first flew on December 6, 1957. The
name “Electra” was chosen for this aircraft
June 8, 1955. This was the first U. S. air-
liner to enter commercial service with jet
engines. The four-engine turboprop bird
was designed to replace DC-3s and Con-
stellations. There is an interesting 1960°s

book, The Electra Story, written by a
TWA pilot who transitioned from the
Lockheed “Constellation” airliner to the
Electra

The turbojet Electra was designed to carry
up to 99 passengers, but could haul as few
as 55 and till make a profit. It was also
designed to load passengers and fuel on
one coast and fly across the country with-
out refueling — while able to make nu-
merous landings and takeoffs allowing
passengers to embark and disembark. It
had built-in steps to facilitate speedy pas-
senger exiting and boarding. American
Airlines was the first commercial airline to
order the
L-188, but
most  air-
lines even-
tualy pur-
chased
Electras. It
began
scheduled
passenger
service in
1959.

Lockheed Electra Loading Pax

There were some five crashes of the turbo-
jet Electra early in its airline service, two
of which were identified as Whirl Mode
caused. This problem was fixed, and today
the four-engine turboprop Electra is still
operating though mostly as a cargo carrier.
Some of the turbojet Electras in service
today have close to 100,000 flight hours.
(The Navy’s high-time P-3 aircraft have
only dightly more than 20,000 hours).

The Electra had many improvements over
contemporary aircraft of its day, not only
for the aircrew and passengers, but also for
maintenance of the reliable bird. Upkeep
time and expense were minimized.

P-3 ORION - Of course we all know the



Navy chose the turboprop Electra
(Lockheed’s L-188) design for its premier
anti-submarine and maritime patrol aircraft
to replace the P-2V and P-5M. For the
P3V-1, as the origina Orion was desig-
nated, the L-188’s fuselage was shortened
by some 88 inches and a MAD boom was
added. Otherwise the Orion looked very
much like the Electra. In November 1959
the first redesigned L-188 Electraflew asa
YP3V-1. This plane evolved into the P-3
Orion we know, but — it was not the first
Lockheed “Orion”.

ORION ONE - In the early 1930s Lock-
heed produced a single engine, high wing,
aircraft called the Vega. The Vega quickly
became antiquated in the fast-moving

aviation indus-

try of the
- §1930s, SO
ufl Lockheed re
] designed  the

the wings at the
bottom of the
fuselage, making some other modifica
tions, and renaming the “new” bird Orion.
A new innovation, this 1930s Orion had
retractable landing gear. It was the first
commercia airplane equipped with wheels
that folded-up and tucked themselves in
out of the airstream, thereby reducing drag
and streamlining the plane for faster, more
economical flight. A west coast aircraft
company took this Orion fuselage, put on
Sirius wings, and added floats to make a
specia aircraft for Wiley Post. This modi-
fied bird later crashed in Alaska with Post
at the controls, and both Wiley Post & Will
Rogers were killed.

ORION T™WO - The Navy’s P-3 Orion was
initially designated and known as the
“P3V”. The designation was changed to
“P-3” in the early 1960s when the U. S.
Congress mandated a new standardized
designation system for military aircraft.
That’s when the P3V-1 became the P-3A.
The P-3A became operational in the U. S.

Know what this is?

Navy in August of 1962 — the P-3C in
August of 1969. The P-3C is still going
strong. Most of the P-3Cs now in use by
VP-1 are now over 20 years old.

DidJaNo — The Chinese People’s Libera
tion Air Force has more than 400,000 per-
sonnel and some 4,500 combat aircraft.
Trained for modern high-tech operations, it
has switched from a defensive to an offen-
sive posture.

- URDATE
Submitted by Curt Roberts, AM S2

Ahoy Mates! Just afew linesto say thanks
for starting this little project called VP-1
POPs. I’ve been wearing out my cruise
books trying to match names to faces.
Some | remember well — others 1’d almost
forgotten. I’'m enclosing $11 for my
2000/2001 dues and an updated roster.
This is such a small amount of money for
such agreat amount of memories.

Sorry | was unable to attend the Y2K BIG
BASH in Pensacola. Hopefully 1I’ll be able
to make our next one in 2003. It depends
on what is available when | get to pick my
vacation time.

For those who don’t remember me, |
started my tour with VP-1 at Barbers Point
in August 1970 as an AMSAN. At this
time | was sent TAD to NAS Supply where
| was a supply driver (delivering aircraft
parts) until we went on deployment to
Sangley Point in the spring of °71. | was
then able to work with the squadron. Most
of my time was spent in Corrosion Control,
but | did work some out of the Airframes
Shop. | left the squadron in November
1973 as an AMS2 and went to NAS Whid-
bey Idand where | spent two years in
AIMD. | then obtained a release from ac-
tive duty to go home and help my parents
who werein failing health.

I’m now living in my parent’s old house,
doing some remodeling and fix-up pro-
jects. I’ve been working on it now for
about three years, and I’m starting to
wonder if I’ll ever get finished. 1’ve been
working at Champion International Peper
here in Hamilton, Ohio for the last 18
years. The company told us in Octaober of
’97 that they were putting the mill up for
sale, but so far there’s been no takers. So,
lighten-up with all the electronic mailing
— push for more paper intensive snail-
mail. | need all the work | can get. (Just

kidding— I’ve got e-mail myself).

MONTANA SUM_M‘%?

From ADCS Jim “Spade” Cooley

(Regarding this summers’ forest fires in
Montana. Spade & Roberta live in a valley
in western Montana, south of Missoula, in
the midst of the Bitterroot Mountain
Range, with the Bitterroot National Forest
all around them).

(8/13) — We’ve been in heavy smoke go-
ing on two weeks now. It's like a London
fog. The mountain
across the valley from
us is on fire. Many
people from up that
way have been dis
placed — they had
only an hour or less
to leave their homes. =
When the smoke |
clears a little, we can |
see the flames. It's =
sad to see al the
burning.

“Spade” Cooley

The fire south of us, at the pass, is a mess
too. The highway that runs north and south
through our valley — U.S. 93 — is closed up
there. They shuttle traffic through twice a
day, if possible. | talked to a lady whose
husband and father-in-law were working
up near Sula doing some private excavat-
ing around the ski resort. Of course the
private work has stopped, and they are now
using their backhoes and front-end loaders
to help firefighters. Anyway, it’s very bad
up there. That’s the area you’re hearing a
lot about on the TV news.

The fire southeast of us is burning in the
Sapphire Mountains. It’s burning a a
pretty good clip too. Families up that way
are on adert. That's the Skalkaho area
(Skalkaho Pass on SR 38 is 7,260 feet high
and Chief Joseph Pass just south of Sulais
7,264 feet high, so the Cooley’s have some
pretty hefty mountains around them). State
Route 38 is now closed to al traffic — no
shuttling of vehiclesat al.

Hamilton, where our daughter lives, is four

miles south of our home here at Corvalis.

So far the towns of Hamilton and Corvallis
(continued on page 4)

are not in immediate danger, just verrrrrry

smoky. Ash is everywhere. Some great big



HOT DUTY Being a highlytrained, cool Navy flier, | immediately sprang into

my NATOPS training dealing with “Fire, Duty Office Stove,
Submitted by Lt(jg) Ken Sherman Measures Dealing with Extraordinary Stupidity in Use Of.” Re-
leasing the broom handle with a dignified yelp, | nimbly stum-
In February of 1970, we deployed to MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, in bled backwards, tripping over my feet as | turned, and, in my
support of Operation Market Time with the 7" Fleet. Iwakuni can most professional command croak, yelled “Fire! Evacuate the
be cold in the winter and early spring, with morning temperatures duty office!” The ASDO and | then hastily exited onto the flight
typically near freezing. At that time, the duty office was a small, line. From outside, the duty office looked like one of those glass
wood-framed building separate from the hanger, sitting on a “Show storm” globes one shakes to get al the fake snow flying
slight rise next to the flight line. In the spring of 1970 we stood around, except that this snow was all black.
the watch there in tropical white long (today’s summer whites)
that were plain cotton and not too warm. Jackets were not author- BY this time people were yelling, running, shouting, and carrying

ized, so the small pdtellied stove in the corner of the duty offi@ dragging fire g  Dottlestrom al aver. | sud-
was an essential piece of equipment. denly  realized that | was about to have a
very bad FITREP day, (“Ltjg Sherman is a

| was standing the SDO watch there one Personable young \C officer whose performance

cold day. A quick check of the stove this reporting = period would have been

showed that the flame was out. Lifting the even better had . he not managed to single-
flat cast-iron top by its handle, | peered in handedly burn the duty office to the ground.”)

and saw that the flow valve had been left
open and a small pool of fuel had filled the Quickly the valve on the JP barrel outside the duty office was

bottom of the stove. The stove burned JP- Shut off, the stove fire was extinguished, and slowly, Career Sui-
5, fed through a line from a @Hon drum cide Day came to a merciful end. When | was sure all was safe, |
mounted on a cradle outside the bu||d|ngdlsrnlm the fire bottle brlgaje and made a trlp to the head. A
glance in the mirror showed a young man with all the hair on the

As luck would have it, my ASDO that day front of his head burnt to ash, the end of his nose cooked a crispy
was an ADJwhich, in my mind, made him Seconedegree red, and wearing the new Summer )
the on-scene expert on propellants. After he advised me that the Soot uniform. It was humiliating. | finished my 7
pool of JP at the bottom of the stove would not explode if lit, | Watch and then got the CO’s permission to clean the

tentatively ignited a piece of paper, tossed it through duty office myself. Completing the day’s log pre- /

the hatch, and watched a bit apprehensively as a small Sented a bit of a challenge. My whites were way, x

blue-orange flame slowly spread across the puddle of Way past cleaning.

JP. A moment later it was clear that no explosion was
likely and we both went back to work. Aftermath: | learned a whole new respect for JP-5; | learned that

heating should be left to professionals; and from that day on my

Some time later (|’m not sure ]ust how much ti me), | ﬂlght crew refused to let me do any of the COOking.
realized that | was no longer cold. In fact, | was positively toasty
A glance over my shoulder at the stove made my heart lurch up
into my throat. The top of the stove was now glowing a bright

cherry red and it was giving off bundlesof heat. The air shim-
mered and danced between the top of the glowing stove and the %ﬂ[ d@
ceiling. Making my way quickly (but professionally) over to the wa'r

stove, | grabbed the office broom and, using it as a lever, lifted
the stove lid up by its handle.

Ken Sherman

DUTY OFFI CER OF THE

As soon as the lid had been lifted, a huge, angry flame roared up

out of the opening, reaching amost to the plywood ceiling. The

heat was fierce. | felt my eyebrows crackle. The flame was a-

most instantly accompanied by a tremendous cloud of boiling

black ash that fountained energetically out of the stove top, rip- -
pled across the ceiling, and then rained down on everything and
everyone, billowing out the windows for that specia “total doo-
fus” effect.

DidJaNo — The Chinese People’s Liberation Navy has 260,000 personnel, and more than 160 mostly modern seagoing ships compli-
mented by several hundred smaller patrol vessels. It is expanding its submarine fleet using Russian technology, anddfain
fensive operations.

DidJaNo — Russia is the chief foreign supplier to China of advanced military equipment and technology, including intercon
ballistic missiles, advanced S2¥ fighter planes, and Kiolass submarines.
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