CUSTOMS-MADE SUCCESS

from Lockheed-Martin’s “Today”

When Gary Sudhoff started flying sur-
veillance missions 13 years ago for the
U. S. Customs Service, he and his col-
leagues relied on a single P-3 Orion
with the radar in its nose. “It was a
good aircraft, but patrolling the U. S—
Mexican border looking for drug smug-
glers was like trying to find somebody
in a dark football stadium with a flash-
light”, Sudhoff recalls. Despite its limi-
tations, the Customs Surveillance Sup-
port Branch gradually demonstrated its
effectiveness and was rewarded over
the years with increasingly powerful
equipment.

Today the team has sixteen P-3s, in-
cluding its newest and most powerful
tool yet — an Orion with a state-of-the-
at APS-145 “dome” radar. “We've
turned on the stadium floodlights,”
Sudhoff says. “There’s virtualy no
place |eft for them to hide.”

The latest delivery in the Customs Ser-
vice’s war against drug smuggling is
the result of new government funding
for the Surveillance Support Branch.

Customs “Domed” P-3
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After beginning its mission with just one
P-3, the drug surveillance fleet increased
to eight Orions, including four “Domed” P-
3s with APS 138 radar, a predecessor to
the APS-145, and four P-3 “Slicks” — those
without the top-mounted radar. The agency
uses the aircraft in a highly successful
hunter-killer strategy in which the ‘domed’
birds detect the suspected drug smugglers
and then vector in the ‘dicks’. The ‘dlicks’
then dip in undetected and track the bad
guys over long distances. The team notifies
law enforcement agencies on the ground or
at sea of a probable smuggler and leads the
agencies to the landing or drop zone.

Since 1987 the strategy has helped Surveil-
lance Support Branch coordinate seizures
of well over 257,000 pounds of cocaine,
156,000 pounds of marijuana, and 72,000
pounds of hashish, as well as hundreds of
aircraft, vehicles, and maritime vessels. In
addition, the branch’s activities have led to
nearly 600 arrests of drug-smuggling sus-
pects.

In 1998 Congress authorized the purchase
of 20 additional P-3 aircraft for the Cus-
toms Service. (Any of you aviators, flight
engineers, or radar operators looking for
some more P-3 flying time?). The “domes”
come from AEW Aeronautical Systems,
and the radar is supplied by Naval Elec-

tronics & Surveillance Systems in Syra-
cuse, N.Y.

The Surveillance Support Branch oper-
ates out of both NAS Corpus Christi,
Texas, and NAS Jacksonville, Florida.
VP-1 POPs intelligence operatives on
scene tell us that Customs has a new han-
gar at Jacksonville — between the old VP-
30 hangar and the Air Termina. The P-
3sare proving to be an excellent platform
for the Surveillance Support Branch be-
cause of their range and ability to stay on
station for 12 or 13 hours. Also because
of the aircraft’s versatile range of air-
speeds. The Orion can keep pace with
many business jets or slow down for
close surveillance of small prop aircraft.
On the detection side, the ‘domes’ give
the surveillance team a tremendous range
of vision, capable of monitoring 150,000
square miles.

The most significant advantage of the
new ‘domes‘, however, is the APS-145
radar’s ability to do a better job picking
out suspect targets over land. Smugglers
long ago learned that by flying low along
coastlines they could sometimes lose
themselves in the “clutter” of breaking
waves and other littoral features. The
APS-145 makes that trick much less ef-
fective.

“To take a big four-engine turboprop and
fly 300 feet behind a little Cessna in
darkness and rain — that’s challenging,”
says pilot Sudhoff. There’s no other air-
craft I’m aware of in the world that can
do the mission we do.”

QUOTE FROM THE U. S. CUS
TOMSINTERNET WEB SITE

The Customs P-3 AEW airborne early
warning aircraft (called “domes”) pro-


http://www.customs.gov/

vide radar coverage over the jungles and
mountainous regions of Centra and
South America. They also patrol the vast
Southwest Border and international wa-
ters to monitor shipping lanes and air
routes in search of smuggling activities.
P-3 interceptor aircraft (caled “slicks”)
augment the AEW aircraft to identify and
track suspect targets.

RETIRED LOCKHEED TECH REP
Doug Crowe

Hey Don! That was one super reply you
sent me about VP-28. | really enjoyed it.
You see, | loved those airplanes.

| started out working on P2V-5's on the
Lockheed flight-line many years ago.
Back in those days | was a flight-line
tech working hourly. | flew first produc-
tion flights on P2V-5's, -6's, and -7's. |
would go to work at 5 a.m. and we would
takeoff at six. We’d fly around testing
the entire airplane and its systems look-
ing for problems — mostly electrica mis-
wiring. Once the plane was on the
ground we had to troubleshoot any prob-
lems and get the bird ready for the next
production flight. | really knew those
planes inside and out, and | loved going

flying.

Later on, about 1956, | went from an
hourly worker at Lockheed to a salaried
employee in Field Service. | was put to
work on a new fighter aircraft for the Air
Force, the F-104 “Starfighter”. After 1°d
had a few assignments in the field, Lock-
heed was looking for people with experi-
ence on the P2V-5 — and that turned out
to be me!l | was sent me to Brazil to help
them with their transition to Neptunes.

Those Brazilian P-2Vs had been factory
updated after returning from England.
There were fourteen P2V-5's that were
assigned to a sguadron in Salvador,
Biaha, Brazil. | spent a year and a half
there. It sure was a great experience, to
say the least.

When the P-3A came along | was put on
that program. | moved my family around
just like you guys in the Navy did. My
oldest son, Doug I, graduated from
Great Mills High School in Lexington
Park, Maryland when | was with VP-44

at Pautexent River. | put
him in the USAF right
out of school because
he wanted to get mar-
ried to his high school
girl friend right away. |
said, “no way, you don't

Doug— USN days Know what life is all
about yet”.

He wound-up doing 20 years in the Air
Force and retired at Nellis AFB. That's
how Maxine and | happen to live here in
Las Vegas now. We helped raise our two
grandsons as our son got a divorce and,
being active duty Air Force, needed some
assistance raising the chil-
dren. Doug the Il was at
CamRanh Bay when | was
with VP-1 a Sangley
Point.

It's been quite a lifel | am
presently reliving the days
Doug with VP-1 \yhen | was a WW-II sailor
aboard an attack transport. So, now you
know pretty much what my life has been
like. If youd like to know more, | can
write more. I’m 75 years old now and have
had lots of experiences. Thanks for your
information on VP-
28. It was appreci-
ated. | had no idea
that VP-1 had re-
placed them in Ha
waii. (Doug has
been a member of
our VP-1 P-3 Orion
Pioneers organization from the beginning.
His member ship number is “004”).

g N
Doug & Maxine Y2K

FROM |IDENT

Cdr Don Hanson

Greetings from Whidbey . . sunny and fair
Whidbey. Remember the rainy winters?
Well, not this year. | think Mother Nature
is trying to show that our weather-
forecasting software needs an upgrade. We
are about 9 inches short on rain for the
season. The snowpack up in the mountains
is at 56% of last year. Our reservoirs are
way low, affecting power generation,
samon runs, and there’s even concerns
with system drinking water. It has been
nice, but the good feeling is mitigated by
the big jump in electric bills and the Cali-
fornians wanting some of our meager sup-

ply. Only one dusting of snow and only a
handful of nights below 30 degrees so
far.

There has been some good news for our
active duty sailors and even some for us
retirees. After a new year’s raise, the
Bush administration is talking about
$Billions for military pay and funding for
military housing. And, following a re-
view of military status and readiness .
.possibly a boost in DOD funding. With
so many of our people getting out and the
frequent call-ups for world peacekeeping,
it’s about time something was done. It’s
kind of sad — at the top and on down, it’s
CAN DO . . until you get to the lower
rungs where it’'s CAN DO . . WITH
WHAT? Then they take awalk. But yes,
there is some good news for us military
retirees. TRICARE FOR LIFE is coming.
Watch for it; read up on it. Essentidly, it
will mean that the Government will take
over what MEDIGAP policies did be-
fore . . Medicare pays their share and
TRICARE picks up the rest — with some
provisos. You need to be okay with
DEERS, and maybe some other hookers,
soread up onit.

You remember the story of the sailor
walking with the oar over his shoulder?
The old salt retiring from years of sea
duty puts an oar over his shoulder and
walks inland ’til someone asks, “what’s
that thing on
your shoulder?”
About as far as
Wisconsin
right?  When
were you last in
Wisconsin? I’ve
been there 4
times since the
1st of July! Thew
1st trip was my
50th HS reunion in Eau Claire. Then
Fay’s 50th was in Chippewa Falls (12
miles from E.C.) on 7 September. Then
there was my annual deer hunting over
Thanksgiving. Finally, there was the sad
requirement to go to Antigo for the me-
morial for Fay’s older brother who had
died suddenly. No more travel “till next
fal.

Don & Fay — Y2K

We VP-1ers up here have been working
up a set of association bylaws to guide
our officers, committees, and activities.
we'll have them available for discussion
and final approva at the generally as
sembly meeting at our Memphis gather-



ing in 2003. | aso have been tracking
VP-2"s next reunion. It will be in Bran-
son, MO in 2002. Don Grove, John
Berger, Don Swendsen, Bert Howard
and | served in both — is there anyone
else out there that can claim ties to both
VP-1 and VP-2? John was an “E” in VP-
2 and an “O” in VP-1. Bert was C.O. of
both!

That’s it for now. Remember, mark your
calendar and start the kitty for Memphis.
Every member get a member . . or two.
Watch for TRICARE FOR LIFE.

2003 REUN LANNING
AMCS Mike Taylor
Reunion Committee Chairman

Please announce in our next newsletter
that | will host the first planning meeting
for our 2003 reunion at my home in late
March or early April of this year. I’ll be
inviting many of our VP-1 POPs folks
that reside in this area. Any interested
VP-1 POPs members will be welcomed.
The weather has been very severe here
this winter so | have delayed this gather-
ing of incisive thinkers to
ensure that we’ll be able
to sit out in the fresh air
and burn something on the
grill. If the weatherman
goes against us, my fall
back position will be
Snappy Tomato pizza.

SAVE THE LOBSTERS
AMH1 Bob Giddings

Flying a “YB” out of Barbers Point —
crew #5 — Tim Quigley PPC — Hawaii
to Maine — Xmas time — Numerous pit
stops to offload pax — finally, destina-
tionin sight — NAS Brunswick.

While on deck in chilly New England we
purchase some |obsters — lots of lobsters
— live ones guys — the only way to go.

Heading back toward the Pacific Coast
we drop in at Minneapolis and gather up
aload of fresh, aromatic, Christmas trees.

| calculated we had enough fuel to get
from Minnesota to Moffett Field. Wrong!

Heading back
toward the Pa-
cific Coast we
drop in a Min-
neapolis  and
gathered up a
load of fresh,
aromatic,
Christmas
trees.

Bob & Jan Giddings — Y2K

| calculated we had enough fuel to get
from Minnesota to Moffett Field. Wrong!
Damn headwinds. We had to stop at Nellis,
AFB (Las Vegas) to top off our tanks so
that we could get over the mountains and
on to the California coast. Thistook awhile
— we dl remember how the Air Farce
does things. After dotting all their I’s and
crossing all their T’s we roared off and
were airborne once again.

Oh, Oh! Number three engine! The “E”
handle had been vibrating a bit since take-
off from Minneapolis. Now it was getting
worse. Definitely worse — trouble brew-
ing. We shut her down not long after de-
parting Vegas, and proceeded on to
Moffett

An uneventful three-engine landing at
Moffett. But, we needed a new engine.
Now — big decision time! What to do with
al those darn lobsters — cases of live
Maine lobsters — while getting a new en-
gine hung on our wing? Answer! Cook ‘em
— or lose ‘em. ADR1 Ron Montgomery
was with us and he said, “Bab, you take
care of the lobsters and I’ll look after the
engine change”. That sounded like a pretty
good deal.

| looked up a friend, Don West, a flight
engineer in VP-31. Don and | took all
those lobsters over to his house, which
wasn’t far from the Moffett gate. He broke
out a couple of big kettles and we started
boiling water. A couple of cold brews later
we had the job done. Of course, we had to
test ‘em to make sure they were edible.
They were. They were utterly delicious!

Meanwhile, Lcdr Pete Drees, aong with
us on the trip brushing away cobwebs, (ex-

Who is this
well-
dressed
P2V air-
crewman?

PPC of crew-5, but now a “guest”), was
clogging up the phone lines to Hawaii.
At this time Pete was on the CinCPacFlt
staff. He had some duty watches coming
up that he wasn’t going to make due to
our delay at Moffett. He was burning up
the phone wires to Hawaii trying to get
stand-ins for his watches. | guess every-
thing finally worked out.

Ron Montgomery performed his part of
our bargain to a “T”, and we soon lifted
off from Moffett heading out over the
blue Pacific. Those folks anxiously
awaiting our arrival in Hawaii, expecting
fresh, live, lob-
sters had long,
sad faces when
we finaly taxied
in a Barbers.
But, cooked lob-
ster is better than
no lobster at all,
right? The Christ- = 4
mas trees? They &

made it fine.

Many of our “Fleets Finest” homes were
decorated that holiday season with fresh,

pine-smelling, Minnesota Christmas
trees.
Ron — | expect to see you at our next

big gathering at Memphis! Who knows?
| might even spring for alobster dinner.

INTERNET IN ORDINATOR

ADJ1 Jack Bachhofer

I'm finally getting around to thanking our
President, Don Hanson, for appointing me
to the "Internet Information Coordinator"
position. Don Grove virtualy twisted my
arm, so figured if | didn't accept the job 1’d
be standing extra mid-watches.

For the past couple of months I’ve been
hunting down different internet sites to
advertise our next reunion and VP-1 POP's
genera information. Many of the military
magazines alow outfits like ours one ligt-
ing per year (space alowing), but for a
second listing they levy acharge. There are
internet sites that alow the info to hang
therefor aslong as 2 or 3 years.

| will soon be getting with the web master

update of our data there. This web dite is


http://www.vpnavy.com�




