FROM OUR PRESIDENT
Cdr Don Hanson

We should have a reunion up here on Whidbey
right now. It’s been simply beautiful up here
this Spring. Sunny — it got up to 80° for two
days this week, but it’s back to a normal 65-70
today. There was a Falcon code, | think, that
went something like, "Beautiful, just . . . beauti-
ful". | guess everybody’s weather has been
unusual. We’re going to pay the Piper though,
because we don’t have the snowpack up in the
mountains to give us our water supply for elec-
tric power, salmon runs, or even drinking and
lawn watering. I’m sure you’ve heard about
California’s problems. They're in a big whirl-
pool, and they’re trying to pull usin with them.
The governments are dusting off all the old
R&D on alternate sources
of energy. Conservation
and higher energy prices
are the order of the day.

Tricare-for-Life is off and
running. But, while the
pharmacy segment is up
and operating, the lead
folks are saying that the
medical is coming — but
don’t cancel any in-hand

coverage until you’re sure
TFL isup and ready. I’m sure ready.

President Hanson

I had a "physica" a couple of weeks ago
(HMO-style). Pathetic! No x-ray. (1’d asked if
I’d get one), — my volunteered urine sample
was never anadyzed — no electro-cardiac stuff
(just the stethoscope). The hearing test (which |
had to request) was with a cubic-foot box with
earphones, (I could hear the people talk out in
the hallway). No stability or range-of-mation
test — no eye test ("you can schedule that with
an eye-doc"). It primarily consisted of his ask-
ing questions. If you say, "okay", he went on.
The only way | can see it working is that you
must say, "Oh, bad", to all the questions. They
don’t even order the blood analysis until he’s
done with his questions, so he can pare down
the list of things to be analyzed. Terrible! |
think they just, "put out the fires'; no preventive
medicine.
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And, how about the "Whidbey 24". That’s what
they’ve been calling the crew of VQ-1’s EP-3.
There are three aspects of that affair that stand
out to me. The political, the security, and the
airmanship. | don’t know about you, but | think
Oshorne did one heck of a job of flying. | re-
member "unusua attitudes" in flight training,
where they had one close his eyes, then put the
plane in unusual attitudes and say, "you got it".
| remember ONE practice P-3 landing at Moffitt
with two engines "out".

| remember "approach turn stalls' in the T-28,
where a wing drops out from under you in the
simulated landing approach (at atitude). | re-
member the "buffeting” in approach to stalls
practice in the old P-2V’s. But mark me, I’ve
never had all those things at one time. From
18,000’ to 8000’. From, "Stand by to bail out"
to "Stand by to ditch" to "Hang on we’re gonna
land hot, heavy, and wild". Beautiful, just . . .
beautiful.

Finally — | hope you are marking your calen-
dars and planning to attend our next reunion at
Memphis. Come see and greet our skippers;
they looked great at Pensacola. Chief Taylor
has the watch, and I’m sure we’ll al have a
great time. We're still complimenting Willie for
his good work on the Pensacola reunion.

Find a lost squadron mate / spouse; invite them
to join us. (Pass the names and addresses on to
our secretary). See you there.

TRIQE%)R—LIFE

It's signed and sealed — as of 1

October 2000. The comprehensive

pharmacy benefit portion began in

April 2001, but the Medicare por-

tion won’t be up and running until

October of this year. Tricare-for-

Life will supplement Medicare for retired mili-
tary personnel, their family members, and wid-
ows over 65 years of age. Mainly, Tricare-for-
Life will pay the portion of medical bills that
Medicare doesn’t pay.

Congress allocated part of our government’s
monetary surplus to establish a trust fund that
makes this coverage a mandatory entitlement.
In future years Tricare-for-Life will not have to
compete for funding from the defense budget.
As this trust fund doesn’t kick-in until fiscal
2003, Congress aso passed a hill funding Tri-
care-for-Life for fiscal year 2002.

When fully implemented, this should effec-
tively eliminate the need for elder military retir-
ees to purchase supplementa Medicare insur-
ance. Starting in October a beneficiary will be
able to walk into some 94% of the
doctor's offices in the U. S. for treat-
ment, confident that Medicare will
be first payer and Tricare-for-Life
the second.

However, the patient must know
which of the nine out of ten physicians in the
area accept Medicare assignment. One may
check Medicares Participating Physician Direc-

or Zip code, and by specialty. To use Tricare-
for-Life and/or the Senior Pharmacy Program
one need only have a current military | D card
and be enrolled in DEERS (Defense Eligibility
Enrollment System).

2003 MEMPZ’/:\;REUNION

AMCSMike Taylor

Our third VP-1 POPs reunion is scheduled for
the second weekend in September of 2003. For
those of you with a 2003 calendar, mark-off the
weekend of the 12", 13", and 14™. This time of
year is usualy very pleasant in Southwest Ten-
nessee. Not too warm, not too chilly.

Begin making your plans. We want everyone to
attend. See if you can make contact with any of
our old squadronmates that aren’t on our roster
yet — let them know about our planned reunion
— invite them.

The kick-off meeting for organizing this 2003
reunion was held at my house in Brighton, Ten-
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nessee, on Saturday,
June 16". Seeing and
visiting with some of our
old shipmates made it an
exceptionally enjoyable
day.

Attending this gathering
of prestigious minds
were Randy Burrous,
Shirley & Bill Howard,
Linda & Jim Wooten, Cora & Bob Gregor,
Joyce & Bobby Oliver, Sandy & Ward
Smith, Laura & Jim McNinch from over in
Arkansas, Gail & I, And aso, all the way in
from a North Mississippi fish camp, the one
(thank God) and only, Billy Hill. Billy's spouse,
Zona, was on the binnacle list and couldn’t
attend. Ditto for Randy’s wife. We visited and
gabbed until the last dog died around 2100.

Mike “Grumpy” Tay-

It was very refreshing to see so much interest,
and to receive so many pledges of support, at
this first planning meeting — enthusiasm from
both the guys and the gals.

We’ve decided to hold afish fry on Friday eve-
ning (y’al can’t come to Mississippi Delta
country without enjoying a “down-home” fish
fry!). Billy Hill and Bobby Oliver can supply
most of the fish we’ll
need. The rest we’ll pur-
chase — wholesae of
coursel

Our ladies will prepare

an ample supply of tasty beans, coleslaw, and
so forth. Bobby, Smitty, and Billy are experi-
enced in preparing fish for, and the feeding of,
large groups. | am experienced at eating at such
events.

This repast will be held at Navy Lake, aboard
Navy Support Activity (NSA) Midsouth, at
Millington. (Most of you probably remember it
as NATTC Memphis). Navy Lake is on the
north side of the base out past the golf course.

The next afternoon we’ll have a scrumptious
southern Bar-B-Q that’ll be prepared by an
experienced entrepreneur. This picnic, also at
Navy Lake, will begin at noon
on Saturday, and go to late
afternoon or early
\ evening.
@’ Our Sunday morning brunch
and business meeting will be
held at the Helmsman Club on the south side of
the base. This is a joint-use club with a large
banquet room available.
We plan to have coffee available at our central
“duty office” and registration area, along with
bottled water. No decision has been made —yet

— concerning providing other goodies at the
duty office.

We can and will set up something for the golf-

ers if requested. Looks like the best times for a
round of golf would be during the day Friday,
Saturday morning, or Sunday afternoon —
unless you come early or stay late.

We’re looking into other activities that may
interest some of you. The casinos will usually
provide a free bus, and sometimes even a buf-
fet, for large groups. Some of our folks may
want to try their luck at Tunica— maybe after
our Saturday get-together at Navy lake. If some
would like to visit Shake Rag on Sunday after-
noon we can handle that also.

We, our reunion committee, would like some
input from y’all ‘bout these things. More about
local attractions and events will be mentioned in
future articles. Also info about billeting. It’s a
little too early to get into that now.

To get your two-cents heard e-maill me at
“LDEPLOY @WORLDNET (dot)ATT (dot)
NET”, call me at 901/837-0577, or snail-mail a
note to 3760 Beaver Rd., Brighton, TN
38011. We’re gonna try and have the bestest
reunion ever. Y’all come — yahear!

AL

Cdr JimLu 0 1974
Although | regularly exchange jokes and other
items of military, aviation, and P-3 interest with
several of you, | haven't officialy said hello via
the newsdletter. Hey, squadronmates!

The NAV was good to me after my tour in VP-
1, but NEVER as great as it was in those well-
remembered days at the tail end of the eligibil-
ity period to be a VP-1 P-3 Orion Pioneer (I am
lucky to be among you all).

To briefly relate my follow-on Navy history, |
left VP-1 for a desk job in Washington, DC
(NAVMAT back then), then on to Brussels,
Belgium for atour at NATO Headquarters.

Next, it was back to Washington to spend an
interesting year at the Industrial College of the
Armed Forces — | played every sport they had,
so at graduation, the Commandant said | was
the only one that attended on an athletic schol-
arship. What followed turned out to be my twi-
light tour at a desk in the Pentagon at OPNAYV.
| retired as a Captain in 1984.

| immediately started with a small company that
worked to connect U.S. Military Services and/
or industry with European Military and/or in-
dustry. My company changed names twice over
the years and then shifted from the international
business (and all those neat trips to Europe and
showing Europeans around the U.S.) to support-

ing Reagan's Star Wars organization (Strategic
Defense Initiative Organization — now Ballistic
Missile Defense Organization - BMDO).

Y ou wouldn't believe what this old land-based,
multi-engine, maritime patrol plane pilot (AKA
"VP Puke") has learned about the PATRIOT,
THAAD, Navy Area, Navy Theater-Wide and
National Missile Defense systems. | changed
companies last year, but am still supporting
BMDO - this time, exclusively the Test, Simu-
lation and Evaluation Deputate. | don't plan to
do this everyday work for very much longer — |
need to spend time improving my golf game.

Here’s a small anecdote | can contribute from
our VP-1 days. We were deployed to Naha,
Okinawa, and regularly had crews, planes and
dets from Northern Japan to Cubi Point, and on
into the Indian Ocean at Diego Garcia and Iran
(when there still was a Shah in charge there).

Our sister squadron at Cubi at the time (VP-4, |
think) had a whole bundle of aircraft problems
and we kept sending VP-1 crews, aircraft, and
maintenance personnel south and southwest to
cover their asses — sorry — their responsibili-
ties. At one point there were more VP-1 assets
operating in that Task Group area than there
were from VP-4,

So, | flew down to Cubi Point and quietly re-
ceived their usual in-chop brief for their area
from the CO. At the end of it, | said, (very
seriously, mind you), "Thank you very much.
Now, I’m taking over as Task Group Com-
mander for this area, as well as for the central
area, since we have more functioning assets
operating there than you do."

It took the VP-4 CO a couple of

minutes just to recover from

being flabbergasted. Then he

started into al kinds of excuses

for VP-4’s maintenance record,

and reasons why | couldn't take

over his command. | let him go

on for severa minutes until |

could no longer keep from snick-

ering — thus giving my joke away. That man
never forgave me for that antic, but | thought it
was alot of fun at thetime.

But, the real story is that the men of VP-1 kept
our aircraft and crews flying so well that VP-1
could accomplish its own mission responsibili-
ties and still were able to take up the slack for
another squadron — all across severa thousand
miles from Misawa to Bandar Abbas!

NEW MEMBERS since our last newsletter are
ADJ2 John & Barbara Boyd, who currently
reside in Casa Grande, Arizona— AW?2 Frank
& Connie Conkle, who now live in Round
Rock, Texas— and Lt(jg) Bob & Ellen Miller
of Garden Grove, CA. Welcome aboard!

REINSTATING memberships since our last



newsletter were AT3 Joe & Linda HART, and
AW?2Kingsey & Ruth SUMNER.

PASS THE CHOW

ADJ1 Jack Bachhofer
How many remember AO2 Henry Houston

Cockerham, Jr.? This “true tale” concerning
“Junior” Cockerham took place back in the fall of

1968 — VP-1’s last WestPac deployment with
P2V-7 Neptunes.

Jdunior’s crew was flying a 12-hour track from
Sangley Point to Cam Ranh Bay. In those days the
crew ordnanceman usudly did the cooking on
long flights. Junior was the chef for his crew.

On this particular flight over the South China Sea,
Junior, back in the after station, fixed scrambled
eggs, fried ham, fried potatoes with onions, and
some other assorted goodies. It was a mouth wa-
tering brunch. After dishing up two full plates
Junior stepped up through the radio compartment
to the aft side of the wing beam so he could pass
the chow forward. The drivers in the cockpit a-
ways ate first.

(For those who were never with P2V’s, the wing
beam ran through the center of the aircraft, just
forward of the radioman’s station. One had to
craml over the wing beam to go forward of the
radioman’s compartment, or to go aft from up
forward. It was next to impossible to get over the
wing beam carrying hot coffee or plates of food.
S0 one normally passed these items from the ra-
dioman’s compartment just aft of the wing beamto
someone who was forward of the wing beam.)

Junior, holding the two plates of hot chow, noticed
someone Sitting, snoozing, with his back to the
forward sde of the wing beam. “Hey!” he yelled.
No response. A couple more shouts with still no
response sort of it Junior’s fuse, so to spesk. He
sat the plates down, took off his crew bal cap and
commenced frapping the unresponsive fellow with
the cap while hollering a him. When junior
knocked the guy’s cap off the fellow jumped up
and asked, “wha?’. Junior told him, “I've been
ydling at you. Take these two meals to the pilots
up in the cockpit”. The fellow did as Junior in-
structed, returned, and then passed more plates up
forward.

As Junior took the last couple of mealsto the wing
beam he noticed theinsigniaon the fdlow’s hat. A
full bird Air Force colonel!
Turns out thet the colone
was hitching a ride from
the P. I. to ‘Nam. The colo-
nel never said a thing, just
took the plates up forward
as directed.

= Junior never went close to
I the wing beam for the rest
Henry Cockerham, Jr. - of the flight. He made it a

point to keep out of sght after the plane landed at
CamRanh Bay. Out the aft hatch — off to obliv-
ion. The colonel never sad a word to anyone
about Junior awakening him with a smack from
his cap.

I'm searching for Junior. We haven’t located him
yet, so if any of you know his current where-
abouts, please let me know. Junior transitioned to
P-3’s with the squadron and made that first P-3
deployment with us to Japan. He was the ord-
nanceman in crew-3.

VA AGENT ORANGE UPDATE

BENEFITS ANNOUNCED — Vietnam veter-
ans with adult onset (Type 2) diabetes may now
receive a disabili j associated mone-
tary compensation f Department of Vet-
erans Affairs (VA).
ing disability claims from eligible Vietnam
veterans.

Any veteran who served in-country during the
Vietham War is deemed by the VA to have
been exposed to agent orange.

The number of other diseases recognized by the
VA as associated with agent orange has aso
increased since the early 1990s. The following
conditions are now considered service-
connected for veterans who served in Vietnam:
chloracne (a skin disorder); porphyria cutanea
tarda (a liver disorder); acute or subacute pe-
ripheral neuropathy (a nerve disorder); and
certain cancers, including non-Hodgkin's lym-
phoma, soft tissue sarcoma, Hodgkin's disease,
multiple myeloma, prostate cancer and respira-
tory cancers (including cancers of the lung,
larynx, trachea and bronchus).

More information on medical care and compen-
sation for veterans is available at VA regional
medical centers and offices, and at the VA’s

P-3’s TO BRAZIL

Much of the following info concerning the
P-3’sto Brazil & Taiwan was furnished by
ADJC Jimmy Lee

Brazil will eventually receive a total of 15 P-3
Orion aircraft from the United States. These

ices are now accept- ||

What is
this? It's
not a
familiar
sight.
Look it
over
closely.
Answer
on page
4,

aircraft will be used to patrol their huge, almost
8,000 km., Atlantic coast. The Brazilian Air
Force (FAB) has received the property certifi-
cate of the first of its Orion fleet from the U. S.
government. It’s the first of twelve ex-U. S.
Navy P-3A’s that will be operated by FAB.
These twelve P-3’s will be pulled from storage
at Davis Monthan AFB, and current plans call
for them to be reconditioned, modified, and
updated by IMP Halifax of Canada. Three more
P-3’s from the David Monthan boneyard will be
used by the Brazilian Air Force for spare parts
to support the operational 12. The Brazilians
have identified 12 of the aircraft for their pro-
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MORE
SAD
NEWS

It’s my sorrowful duty to inform you that Lt Dennis Barnhart,

Officer and P-3B PPC, (circa 1969-70), was

fatally injured in an automaobile accident back in 1983. We only
recently learned of this misfortune. Lt. Barnhart was with us
during the transition to P-3s, and the lwakuni deployment.
Thanks to PN2 Charlie Gardiner for the information.

We recently were made aware of the death of PR1 Don Rasmus-
sen. Rasmussen reported aboard VP-1 in early 1974, becoming
the leading petty officer in the Aviator’s Survival Equipment
| shop. According to his widow’s letter and the enclosed newspa-
per obituary, Don passed away in 1993. Thanks to AME2 Jm
McNinch for this information.

Notice of Cdr Godfrey Rettig’s death was posted in a recent
edition of The Retired Officer’s Association magazine. Rettig was with us during our transition to
P-3’s at Whidbey Island and our first deployment with Orions to MCAS Iwakuni, Japan. He was
PPC of crew-3. Rettig was promoted to Cdr while in VP-1, and later retired as a Capt. Thanks

Don Hanson.

Also recently reported to us by Jack Bachhofer was the death in 1978 of AE3 Jim Malette. He
was fatally injured attempting to rescue a companion worker in an underground accident. At the
time of his death Malette had left the Navy and was doing construction work for his father.
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gram. Following are the U. S. Navy bureau
numbers that were identified:

151356 — 152180 — 152140 — 152146 — 152162
— 152167 — 152168 — 152173 — 152174 —
152175 152186 152187 -

These Orions were delivered by Lockheed Air-
craft to the U. S. Navy during 1964 and 1965.
Yes, the planes are all over 35 yearsold.

These P-3A's have the T56-A-10WA engine.
However, there is talk of a possible conversion
to the T56-A-14. That would require a modifi-
cation to the aircraft to accommodate the -14.
That’s part of the ongoing negotiations over the
rework process. The U.S. Navy aready has
problems with T56 engine support. It doesn't
matter whether it’sa T56-A-10 or a-14.

There is a T56 Power Plant Change (PPC #26)
that the depot (NADEP) uses to convert a T56-
A-10WA to T56-A-14. (I actually prefer the -10
both for maintenance and for takeoff — if water
injection is available).

Rolls Royce-Allison doesn’t want to continue
providing spares for the T56, although there are
many T56 engines being utilized throughout the
world. Some are even in ships. Many are in
pumping stations.

Our Navy, per Congressional budgeting, has not
been funded for support of A or B models of the
P-3 for a number of years. The Navy gets
money to operate only P-3Cs, EP-3’s, UP-3’s,
etc. Even though the Navy givesthe P-3 A & B
models to Foreign Military Sdes (FMS)
programs, the support, especially for engines,
remains a problem.

P-3’s TO TAIWAN

Taiwan wants — and will get — only brand
new, state-of-the-art, P-3’s — Orion-21’s. No
reconditioned used P-3’s from the boneyard at
DavisMonthan for them. (While our Navy
patrol squadrons are equipped with aircraft 25
to 30 yearsold!).

The last P-3's came off Lockheed-Martin’s
assembly linein 1995 — when they filled the P-
3C order for the South Koreans. Korea wants to
purchase more Orions, as does Germany and
Italy. Lockheed-Martin does not have a P-3
production line open now. So, who’s going to
manufacture Orion-21’s for the Taiwanese, the
Germans, the ltalians, and whomever else de-
cides that they want some?

The P-3 production line will have to go through
a manufacturing set-up which is very costly.
Much discussion is going on between Lock-
heed-Martin, the U.S. Navy, and potential for-
eign customers, concerning who pays, and how
much, for the P-3 production line set-up cost.
Much, but not al, of the production tooling is
at the Lockheed-Martin facility in Marietta.

plane would have a 48% lower
fuel burn than the P-3 Orion. It
was a new type of jet engine, but
to an untrained observer it
looked like a propeller engine
since it employed unducted
blades for a portion of its thrust.

a Boeing 727 aircraft. A differ-

The P-3 wing tooling is in Korea. The Koreans
built the wings for the eight P-3’s that they
purchased. Lockheed-Martin, and the Navy, had
indicated to South Korea that the U. S. would
sell P-3’s to other nations and that the Koreans
could manufacture the wing assemblies for
these new aircraft. That was a trade-off for their
P-3 order, which is ancther long, long story.

Other P-3 tooling is scattered about the conti-
nent. Canada has some of the landing gear tool-
ing. The Quick Engine Change (QEC) and Na-
celle tooling is at Johnstown, PA. Lockheed-
Martin may be sending that to the U K. Are we
now in a “New World Order'? Aircraft built by
international committee?

Our U S of A Navy could sure use some of
those P-7A’s now, or better yet some of those
spiffy Orion-21’s. Wonder if they can get any
of those souped-up P-3B’s back from the Cus-
toms Service?

Okay, okay. So now you want to know what the
devil a P7A, is, right? Read on . . .

A PATROL AIRCRAFT NEVER BUILT

Robert K. Dorr
In 1986 the Navy wﬁ Inizing a design for
voked like a familiar

a future patrol plane
jet airliner, but with propellers curiously ap-

pended to its tail engines. The Douglas Aircraft
Company submitted the design for this Ad-
vanced USN Patrol Aircraft to the Navy in No-
vember 1986. NavAirSysCom had decided that
anew advanced aircraft should soon replace the
proven, but aging P-3 Orion. The Douglas pro-
posal was based on the DC-9 airliner, a plane
dready serving the fleet as the C-9B transport.

The proposed design retained the proven fuse-
lage, wings, and landing gear of the DC-9, but
introduced a completely new concept in a
power plant known as an ultra-high bypass
(UHB) engine.

The UHB engine improved fuel economy, ex-
actly what the Navy needed for those long-
range patrols. Experts claimed that the new

ent UHB engine was being de-
veloped by Pratt & Whitney/Allison but had not
yet flown. Douglas was prepared to offer the
Advanced USN Patrol Aircraft with either
power plant.

The new plane would have carried multiple
radars, Harpoon missiles, torpedoes, mines,
sonobuoys, and amission control center with up
to half-a-dozen technicians. The tota flight
crew would have been 11.

Boeing and Lockheed also submitted competing
proposals. The winning plane-maker would get
a contract to manufacture 125 aircraft for the U.
S. Navy, and a dozen each for Britain and West
Germany.

Without building or flying any of the competing
designs, the Navy ultimately chose Lockheed’s
candidate, the P-7A, which looked much like
the P-3, but offered new engines and propellers,
among other features. But, the P-7 proved to be
a dead-end as the Navy terminated the program
July 20, 1990. By then the Berlin Wall had
fallen, the Cold War was over, and defense
spending was heading for a downturn. The mili-
tary was beginning a drawdown.

The P-3 Orion fleet has since benefited from
many upgrades and improvements, but the
Navy has not launched a new program to re-
place its patrol workhorse that has been in the
fleet for over 35 years. Aircraft designs meant
to replace the P-3 are today nothing more than
drawing board blueprints in the national ar-
chives.

The above article first appeared in Navy Times.
Now — to the aircraft pictured on page 3. Have
you figured it out yet? Yep! It’s an artist’s con-
cept of the Lockheed P-7A in flight. The “Patrol
Aircraft Never Built”.

PERSONNEL INSPECTIONS
(from the Skipper’s view)
By Capt Bill Johnson

Here are some anecdotes from VP-1 personnel
ingpections that | conducted that were memora-
ble to me. Personnel inspections were necessary
and important for any number of reasons and |
don’t want to lessen them by humor but these
ev y broke thgi ith me (Lenay the




humorous side of life). Although, why did we
have them on Saturday mornings? Old Navy |
guess.

Remember Admiral Zumwalt’s “Z-Grams” on
this one. One Saturday morning, inspecting the
squadron, Chief Hamilton and | came upon a
young sailor that showed the results of a hard
Friday night; rumpled uniform, bleary eyes, and
unshaven. | asked him if he had shaved that
morning; “No,” he said, “I didn’t.” Asked why
not, he replied, “I’m growing a beard, sir.”
“When did you decide to grow a beard,” |
asked. “Just now”, he replied! |1 admost lost my
stern face with that answer. | asked Chief Ham-
ilton to update me with progress reports on his
success at beard growing. What ever happened
to that fellow, Jim?

Another inspection — | came upon the Ready
Alert crew in their flight suits and asked Bob
Fuller, their PPC, if they were ready for inspec-
tion. “Yes sir”, was his loud, clear reply. He
then turned to his crew and commanded “Unzip
flight suits — two.” They did, revealing big
Superman “S” T-shirts on all hands. They were
a good crew!

Changeof-command inspection at Cubi Point
in *72 — Russ Fredrick and | went out to the C.
O.’s truck al duded-out in our choker whites
and swords. We opened the door to the truck
and the seat and steering wheel were missing!
JOPA (Junior Officer’s Protective Ass’n) had
been at work. On cue, JOPA’s ambulance
pulled up. (They had somehow confiscated an
old Navy ambulance to make liberty runs to the
Subic Main Gate). Russ and | were then cere-
moniously driven to the Changdg-Command.
JOPA’S mascot was a green frog. The hangar
that day was dressed out in Naval signal flags
and right in the middle was a flag with a green
frog! Stenciled on the deck, right between Rear
Admiral Fowler’s feet, was a green frog looking

Y’al come on up!
What? — To the
VP-1 POPs Pecific
Northwest  summer
picnic. Where? —

Our back vyard.
When? — Sunday,
August 19"

Tom and Donna

the mill. I'm not sure where that leaves me, but |

should know in aweek or so. I've been working
here for 27 years, so it will seem really strange
if | have to leave. Irene wants to remain in this
area, so a transfer to another GP location is
probably out of the question. I'm still a few
years from retirement so I'll just have to find
something local.

(Update 5/11). As usua it took longer than
planned to find out our fate. Unfortunately I'll

Browning will be up here visiting from Califor-be entering the ranks of the unemployed on

nia at that time. Any of our old squadronmates
from VP-1 are welcome to attend.

We’re asking for a small donation of $2 per
person— payment in advance, please — so
we’ll know how many will be attending. Please
send your donations to our mailing address,
listed at the end of this notice. We’ll use the
money for paper plates, cups, plastic flatware,
napkins, beverages, meat, etc. I1t’ll be a potluck
affair for salads, casseroles, and desserts. (My
new kitchen now has two ovens for accommo-

June 3rd. | received a severance letter yesterday
along with about 120 other salaried people.
Irene and | don’t want to relocate, so I'll be
looking for work in Northwest Washington.

Jo & CWO Marty BECKER (4/8) — Hello
one and al. We want to let you all know that
Marty and | are going to be “on the road again”
starting Wednesday, April f0We plan to head
towards Laughlin, NV, for an RON, then on to
the Fresno, CA area.. We know that, while
away from home, we can access our Hotmail

dating hot dishes). We have a heated, in-ground ISP. So, for e-mail, it’ll probably be best to use

swimming pool that’ll be available for use. Also
ahot tub, (if Rich gets busy and finishes install-
ing it). For further info give us a call at 360-
398-1696, or e-mail us at
“rrrnwestcr@aol.com”. Our residence addressis
413 W. Hemmi Rd, Bellingham, WA. 98226.
Our mailing addressis P O Box 342, Belling-
ham, WA 982270342.

NEWS FROM
SQUADRONMATES

Carol & AFCM Jack ADAMS (6/9) — Jack
checkedin by phone. | had heard on network
news that the town of Ruidoso, New Mexico,
had to be evacuated due to a wildfire. As the
Adams reside in Ruidoso, | sent them amal
asking them how things were there. Jack said

up at him! During inspection, as | passed eadhey were in pretty good shape. “The fire is

O, | got a “RIBBIT”. What an ouitfit, “The
Fleet’s Finest”!

NORTHWEST GATHERING

Ruth Hunt

mostly under control”, he said. Some people
had to leave their homes, but Carol and Jack
didn’t have to evacuate as the wildfire was
about a mile away from them. Their utilities
were off for awhile, though, as the fire was near
some main transmission
lines and no one wanted
live line going down if a

pole caught fire. Jack /
stated that they’d had a | 8 ‘-
couple of showers there / -

in the past few days — (AN

the first rain they’d had {3 & 2"“,\

in over a year! He aso =

related that Carol had

recently had surgery on her feet. Jack said she
was recuperating well, and that things were
looking up for her.

Irene & AO2 Jeff BARCLAY (4/3) — The
pulp and chemical operations here at the Geor-
gia-Pacific mill have been permanently shut
down due to the high cost of electricity. We
have 60 days to decommission those areas of

our Hotmail address, which is
JMAIER@HOTMAIL (dot)COM. So, keep in
touch. Regards to all. We’ll see some of you
soon.

(Udate 5/24) — Jo & Marty stopped here at
‘Grove’s Grove’ for a visit with Ellen and me.
They had been over to see Don & Sue Swend-
sen the evening before. We sat out on the front
porch, had a couple cups of fresh brewed cof-
fee, and caught up on recent happenings. They
were “camping” a NAS Whidbey’s transient
quarterqone of the BOQ buildingsyhile in the
areafor afew days. The next day, Friday, they
were planning to head North to Alaska— up to
scope out the Mount Denali area. After check-
ing out the Northern wilds their itinerary called
for a trip to Wisconsin for a visit with relatives
and old friends.

Kay & ATC “Swede ERICKSON (4/21) —
Sorry that | haven’t been in touch lately. I’ve
been way under the weather here. My doc put
me on a new medication for my blood pressure,
that was bouncing up and down like a yo-yo.
This new stuff has side effects, and | think |
experienced most of them. My body seems to
have adjusted now, so guess I’ll survive.

Fenina & AWC Freddy FINK (3/5) We made
out okay from the earthquake. It did nothing to
our home other than a few minor items toppled
to the floor. Thank goodness! | was at work on
Mercer Island and watched from my window as
things were swaying and shaking, | phoned
Fritz down in Tacoma right after it happened
and he was fine there, as well. It took me about
an hour and a half to get home (usually takes
only 35 minutes). This was around noontime,
(early secure), about an hour after the temblor.
Our business building was evacuated until nec-
essary safety inspections were completed. We
are both glad that it was not any worse than
what it was.



