
COMBAT OPS  

William Cole, Honolulu Advertiser  

Cdr. Robert Lally likens flying patrols over the 
desolate terrain of southern Afghanistan to fly-
ing over the Mojave Desert. "There's just noth-
ing there," he said. "Nowhere to hide." Al-
Qaida and Taliban forces tried anyway, and P-3 
Orion aircraft from Lally's Kaneohe squadron 
rooted them out.  

From the start of the Afghan war until they 
recently returned home, the "Golden Eagles" of 
VP-9 flew combat missions day and night in the 
region, pinpointing targets for fighters and 
bombers, dodging ground fire, and, a first in the 
40-year history of the aircraft, firing missiles at 
the enemy over land.  

With mop-up operations under way in Afghani-
stan, that story now is being told. "I think what 
we did was very high-risk, and very high-
reward, and I think we got a lot of momentum 
in terms of the role P-3 s will play in the fu-
ture," said Lally, the C. O.  of VP-9.   

The four-engine turboprop anti-submarine and 
maritime patrol aircraft, developed as a sub 
hunter during the height of the Cold War, per-
formed their special missions over land during 
this battle. Flying up to two or more hours to 
reach their assigned area, remaining "on sta-
tion" for another five to six, and then making 
the return trip to base, the Hawaii-based P-3 s 
were key players in a long-range air war.   

In just 2 ½ months VP-9 aircraft flew 100 com-
bat missions over Afghanistan, providing "force 
protection" for U.S. Navy ships off Pakistan, 
and patrolling the Persian Gulf. During the six-
month deployment the P-3 crews saw more 
flying time than any other VP squadron since 
the Vietnam War.  

Patrol Squadron 4, the "Skinny Dragons," took 
VP-9's place last month, and set about searching 
for any al-Qaida and Taliban seeking to flee to 
Yemen by boat. P-3 s flying out of Oman more 
recently began conducting surveillance in So-
malia, a possible site of future U. S. strikes.  
Lally said the squadron kind of "evolved" into 

the role. "You go from an ISR (intelligence, 
surveillance, and reconnaissance) platform to 
precision strike targeting in one mission 
those are (usually) two separate worlds," Lally 
said. "There are not too many platforms in the 
Navy that can do what the P-3 s do 

 

ISR and 
deliver weapons." The Orions can carry 20,000 
pounds of ordnance, including Harpoon, Maver-
ick and Standoff Land Attack (SLAM) missiles, 
as well as torpedoes, rockets and 500-pound 
bombs.   

The overland P-3s, armed with SLAM and 
Maverick missiles, reportedly hit Taliban air-
craft and at least three buildings, including an 
SA-13 missile control center. Lally only would 
confirm the squadron fired missiles "multiple" 
times.  

Taliban forces "wanted something they could 
put on CNN" and tried repeatedly to shoot 
down a P-3, B-52, or a fighter, said one VP-9 
crew member who asked not to be identified.  
The slow-moving P-3.s became a favorite Tali-
ban target. "We would get shot at by anti-
aircraft fire every time we went out there," the 
crewman said. "You could see them, but the 
anti-aircraft fire would never get high enough 

 

(although) it would look like it was .   

Taliban ground forces also fired unreliable 
MANPADS, shoulder-fired rockets, and sur-
face-to-air missiles, one of which rocked a P-3 
when it exploded close by. None of the P-3 s 
were damaged or brought down, though. Seeing 
the ground fire "was like a fireworks show," 
Lally, said. "When you see triple A and surface-
to-air bursts, it's like the muzzle of a rifle 

 

you see the flash. The hair stands up on the 
back of your neck, and you get into that mindset 
of having been in Indian country," he said.  

The 11 crew members aboard the P-3s used 
sophisticated electric optics, including high-
resolution cameras, to track movement on the 
ground. One P-3 would patrol the skies at a 
time. Often, the aircraft conducted surveillance 
on truck convoys or compounds that dotted the 
region. The information would be relayed in 
real time to commanders who would make the 
decision whether to call in a strike. During and 
after a strike, the P-3 would remain over the 

target to assess the damage.  

Lally recalls "having eyes on target" during a 
coalition attack on Taliban forces in Kandahar, 
seeing three to six trucks escaping, calling in 
the information, and continuing to monitor the 
battle as U.S. fighters swooped in and hit the 
vehicles minutes later.   

The success of the missions was a boost not just 
for the squadron, but the P-3 itself  an aircraft 
at a crossroads in its life. The Navy is faced 
with the decision whether to replace or upgrade 
the Orion, a craft based on a 1950 s design, that 
hasn't been manufactured since 1990. Almost 
three years ago the Navy closed its main Ha-
waiian P-3 base at Barbers Point and transferred 
nearly 2,300 Navy personnel along with 29 P-3 
Orions and nine SH-60 Seahawk helicopters to 
Kaneohe.   

Lally said the eagerness of flight crews and 
maintenance personnel to perform their mission 
was impressive. "There was a desire to get that 
plane off the deck as soon as possible, and stay 
on station as long as possible," he said. Support 
personnel changed 33 engines in six months, 
and loaded 2 million pounds of weapons   
efforts Lally called "phenomenal."   

Hawaii-based P-3 s flew largely maritime mis-
sions in the Gulf War, and Orions from outside 
of Hawaii saw duty in Bosnia and Kosovo. But 
Lally believes the success of P-3 s over Af-
ghanistan has begun a new chapter in the book 
on this venerable aircraft. "We've got a lot of 
value added now to have a P-3 working for the 
battlefield commander," he said.   
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Marco Borst, P-3 Research Group  

Rear Admiral Anthony Winns, commander of  
the Pacific Fleet s Patrol and Reconnaissance 
Force, says the Navy s P-3C Orions are playing 
a significant role in the Afghanistan war. They 
are providing the Marines, and other forces, 
with valuable airborne imagery.  

"Once the Marines went into Afghanistan, the 
focus of P-3 operations in the region shifted to 
help provide protection for ground forces 
at Camp Rhino", he said in a telephone inter-
view from Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii.  

We provided around-the-clock support for the 
Marines in the Kandahar region," said Winns, 
referring to a Southern region of Afghanistan 
where many Marines are stationed. Before the 
Marines entered Afghanistan, P-3s were sup-
porting other special forces, he said. VP-9 re-
cently completed a very successful deployment 
in that region and was relieved on-station by 
VP-4.  

The Navy has been upgrading their aging P-
3C s through efforts such as the Anti-Surface 
Warfare Improvement Program, which en-
hances sensors, weapons and command, con-
trol, communications, computers, intelligence, 
surveillance and reconnaissance capabilities. 
The AIP includes the incorporation of Standoff 
Land Attack (SLAM) missiles and Maverick 
missiles.  

"We re there on station the whole time," said 
Winns. "We're providing real-time imagery. 
The streaming video is something that is fairly 
new. That's being provided to ground-based 
forces." These aircraft are equipped with elec-
tro-optical and infrared sensors, as well as syn-
thetic aperture radar. The Admiral said that the 
streaming video is not necessarily for targeting,  
but it provides a picture of the landscape to the 
task force commander.  

"Basically, he can see a lot farther out in front 
of his position," said Winns. Meanwhile, P-3 
aircraft are continuing to support maritime 
interdiction operations in the Persian Gulf and 
performing armed carrier battle group escort 
missions and surveillance missions in that re-
gion. Winns stated, There s no doubt the P-
3C s are in high demand. The U.S. commander 
of maritime interdiction operations in the Per-
sian Gulf recently praised the performance of 
the P-3 forces .  

"The P-3 s are also providing imagery of ships 
we suspect of smuggling oil out of Iraq," said 
Winns. That capability gives our U.S. forces 
real-time information concerning the appear-
ance of suspected smuggling vessels, he said.    

PRESIDENT S PODIUM  

Don Hanson 

 VP-1 POPs President  

P-2 MEMORIAL PROJECT  

A long awaited project to obtain a P2V-7 
"Neptune" aircraft for a memorial display at the 
Whidbey Island Naval Air Station is underway. 
And we re involved.  

This P-2 PROJECT", work-
ing with NAS Whidbey, will 
obtain an aircraft, prepare an 
appropriate display site near 
the main gate, and station the 
aircraft as a symbol to the 
memories of the P2V ASW 
community and NAS Whidbey s heritage. The 
aircraft will be dedicated as a memorial to all 
who flew in or maintained the aircraft, but par-
ticularly those who lost their lives in P-2 opera-
tions over the aircraft s 25 years of service at 
NAS Whidbey Island. The memorial will in-
clude an appropriate display commemorating 
those who lost their lives in Neptune operations.  

The VP-2 Association initiated the project, but 
all the Whidbey-based P-2 squadrons are show-
ing support for the project. All members of the 
VP community, past members of P-2 squad-
rons, local industries, suppliers, businesses, and 
veterans groups are being asked to join in. Sev-
eral discussions have been held with the NAS 
staff, and they have been receptive. They have 
laid out a program that is fairly straightforward.   

When the memorial pad has been designed, 
project costs roughed out, and a time-line for 
the project established, the Commodore will be 
briefed on the project and his active support  
requested. With his approval of the project, the 
NAS C. O. will be briefed and his support re-
quested. When he s comfortable with the plan, 
he ll generate a letter to have a P-2 leased to 
NAS Whidbey as a memorial. This will trigger 
serious fundraising and the generation of a letter 
to SecNav offering the memorial as a gift.  

The P2 PROJECT is well underway. An initial 

letter of request has been sent to the NAS 
Whidbey C. O., with a copy sent to the Com-
mander, Patrol/Reconnaissance Wing-10 at 
Whidbey. The Commodore responded with 
encouraging words, "We look forward to assist-
ing you where we can in this process and share 
your excitement for a successful outcome. The 
anticipated aircraft display will be a valuable 
contribution to our aviation community and our 
proud Maritime Patrol heritage."  

We began looking for a candidate aircraft in 
late 2000. Several Neptunes have been located, 
with the primary sources being the fire bomber 
squadrons and the "boneyard" at Davis 
Monthan AFB. A memorial pad is being de-
signed and blueprinted. Two meetings have 
been held in Oak Harbor to get the local com-
munity involved with the program, since we ll 
have to locally provide upkeep and maintenance 
on the memorial. An ex-member of VP-28 has 
volunteered to help us set up a website. A fund-
raiser for the project has been designated, and 
contacts and rosters of all the squadrons are 
being developed. Industry, suppliers, and other 
support sources are being gathered.  

Fundraising will be a major 
effort. Early indications are 
that while we have a lot of 
talent and enthusiasm, many 
activities will require paying 
for contractor support.  

As your VP-1 POPs president 
I urge that we all support this 
project to the fullest. Many of 
our squadronmates have 
memories of P-2 operations, long flights, far-
away bases, comradeship, lost shipmates, and 
hazardous experiences. We want to see that 
symbol of our past proudly standing guard at  
NAS Whidbey Island s Ault Field gate.  

There are several things that you can do. First, 
plan on making a good contribution to the ef-
fort; it will take significant funds to get the 
aircraft, move it up here, and put it on a pad. 

VP-1 s crew-5 on a 1971 visit to Corregidor. Left to right is AW3 Brian Belcher; AE2 Rob-
Roy Graham; AW3 R. E. Wood; AO1 Tom Skoblicki; Lcdr Pete Drees; AMH1 Bob Gid-
dings; AT2 Joe Troise; Lt. Tim Quigley;  AW2 Sreve Orell; and Lt(jg) Stu Stebbings.   

Don Hanson 
P-cola reunion 



The Navy will not help with costs.  

Second, we need info. We need the latest ad-
dress of every eligible squadronmate of our VP-
1 P-3 Orion Pioneers era (1969-1974) that you 
know of. If you yourself have had a change in 
mailing or residence address, e-mail address , or 
telephone number, send it in, (along with your 
membership dues for 2002-2003 

 
if they re 

still unpaid).  

We also would like to have names and ad-
dresses of previous members of any of the nu-
merous Whidbey-based P-2 squadrons.  Hope-
fully we be able to combine them into one gi-
gantic roster.  

We need the name and address (only, please 
don t solicit) of anyone you know who can 
provide an access to contributions from the 
many vendors, such as Lockheed, Sundstrand, 
Hamilton Standard, and so forth.  

We re going to need the names of all those who 
were killed in service with the Whidbey P-2s 
for our memorial. You can really help here.  

Finally, we need volunteer help. If you live in 
the Whidbey area, come and join our monthly 

meetings. Our local group meets at the Oak 
Harbor Lutheran Church on NW 2nd Street, 
1900, the first Tuesday of each month. When-
ever in the area, you re invited. If you can help 
with fundraising, publicity, banking, legal work, 
construction, or labor, please let me know. Or 
simply ask where you can help.   

Help spread the word to all who ever served 
with P2V s at Whidbey. VP s -1, -2, -4. -17, -
27, -42, and 57 were all at Whidbey with P-2 s 
at one time or another.   

See you at the Gate  and at Memphis. 

NEWS FROM 
SQUADRONMATES  

Barbara & Jerry ADAIR (12/10) 

 

AE2 Gary

 

Etheridge

 

is still missing from our roster. I ve 
tried to find him, but so far with no luck. (He s 
still on our Find Guys List , Jerry, meaning 
no one has located Gary yet.)  Great job; I en-
joy the newsletters and talking with the old 
friends that VP-1 POPs has reunited me with.  
(Bobby

 

and Joyce

 

Oliver

 

were to visit the 

Adairs recently. Hope 
they all survived the 
encounter).  

Jo & CWO Marty 
BECKER (11/1) 

 
Our 

trip to Alaska last sum-
mer was outstanding. We enjoyed all our camp-
ing. Stayed at Denali National Park for three 
days. We met some fellow campers there who 
were from Oak Harbor, WA. The lady looked 
slightly familiar. Turned out that she worked in 
the electronics department of the main Navy 
Exchange at NAS Whidbey. Her husband was 
also a retired Navy man. Small world, isn t it?  
Must be near the four year mark that we ve 
been here in Arizona 

 

time for orders . Get-
ting itchy feet. Time to move on to a new lo-
cale? We ll keep you posted. (Heard just re-
cently through the grapevine that the Beckers 
are moving to California 

 

haven t heard from 
them about it, though).  

Susan & Lt. John BERGER (1/2) 

 

POPs dues 
enclosed. Thanks for the reminder. We intend to 
attend the next reunion, so please be sure to 
keep us posted.  

Linda & AMS3 Gary BLOCKER (2/7) 

 

Here s my dues and an extra buck 

 

sorry I m 
late. Please send an updated roster when you get 
a chance. I m trying to find Dean Potts 
(AMS2). He lived in New Jersey and was a cop 
for the town of Delran, but can t find him listed 
there anymore. I ll keep looking.  

Donna & ADJ1 Tom BROWNING (11/15) 

 

Thanks for the newsletter and all the info. 
We re doing well. Looking forward to Memphis 
in 2003. We re planning to take three weeks off 
then, and pull our 27 fifth-wheeler there and 
back (from California) 

 

with lots of stops in-
between.  

Lt Charlie BUDENZ (11/15) 

 

Just finished 
reading the latest VP-1 POPs newsletter which 
is easily the best yet. Terrific! That aircraft 
behind me at the Sarajevo airport, (picture on 
page 2), is a Russian Antonov 
AN-24 photo-recon bird util-
ized there for the 'OPEN 
SKIES' program. It flew 
tracks over the several land 
areas comprising Bosnia, pho-
tographing various ground 
sites for disarmament pur-
poses. That was one of the 
mandates of OSCE, the Or-
ganization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe, for whom I served as 
Chief of Operations. One of my many duties 
was to plan and arrange these missions, much as 
I had done as an AIO back in VP-1. I also 
operated an OSCE airline 'IN COUN-
TRY' (Czech LET-410), and to Europe (Fokker 
F-27), along with a ground transportation sys-
tem that included approximately 150 diesel VW 
Golfs, 50 Mitsubishi Pajeros, 50 Mercedes and 
Volvo trucks, 3 armored Land Rovers (provided 

by the British Army), and 2 armored Chevy 
Suburbans (LAV s) provided by the U. S. State 
Department. My job was to keep our Head of 
Mission (HoM), a U. S. Ambassador, moving 
on the road or in the air 24/7. Did that for three 
years (Jan-'96 to Dec-'98). I ve gotta thank 
"Willie"

 
Williams

 
for the excellent effort and 

extend a hearty Mission Accomplished! for 
squaring away the VP-1 Plaque situation with 
the National Museum of Naval Aviation in 
Pensacola. Always an excellent squadron team 
effort from VP-1 

 
so kudos too for Jack

 
Ad-

ams

  
and the NAVAIR Museum itself. Well 

done!   

Beth & AT3 Bruce CARPENTER (1/14) 

 

We re drowning in rain here in Oregon. Re-
minds me of a flight from Hawaii up to Adak, 
Anchorage, and Kodiak. The stop at Adak was 
15 minutes in a horrendous downpour. We 
quickly took-off looking for a drier place.  

Lt. J. V. DeTHOMAS (1/12) 

 

Thanks for 
the reminder. My dues are enclosed 

 

keep me 
on the list.  

Pat & Lcdr Pete DREES (11/5) 

 

The Pensa-
cola reunion was a great success  thanks to all 
who worked so hard to make it so. I agree with 
Don

 

Swendsen

 

regarding efforts to get our 
younger people more involved (at least they 
were young when I left the squadron). I d enjoy 
seeing more of the members of my old crew-5 
attend our reunions. These men were the back-
bone of our ASW tactical crews and we would 
like to see them again. They were important and 
necessary back then, as they still are now. I m 
enclosing a picture (on page 2) of the gang , 
taken back around 1971.   

Floretta & AVCM John DRIVER (1/27)  Glad 
to hear from you, Don. Yes, Mac McComas got 
in touch with me via a VO-67 comrade. VO-67 
has an up and going organization and we ve had 
2 reunions 

 

Vegas in July 99 and Reno in 
March 01. We will be at Pensacola in 03. I'll be 
delighted to join the VP-1 POPs group, and 
look forward to the reunion at Millington next 
year. Please send me all of the info. As to why 
I m in Missouri 

 

my last tour of Navy duty 
was at Atlanta 

 

recruiting duty. Retiring from 
Naval Service I immediately went to work for 
Rockwell International at Duluth, GA. Boeing 
bought-up most of Rockwell s Aerospace com-
ponents in 1996. They then bought out McDon-
nell-Douglas in 1997. This resulted in Boeing s 
having two missile plants. They then merged 
our division into the old McDonnell-Douglas 
component, putting us in a competition. Even 
though we had a more mod-
ern plant, more orders, and 
no union, it was decided to 
close our plant. I was in 
Quality Assurance and was 
offered the opportunity to 
move, along with lots of 
incentives. At Missouri I 
had an opportunity to build 
on a golf course in Wentz-

A majestic P2V Neptune on patrol in by-gone days. 

John Driver - 1971 

Tom  P-cola 
Y2K gathering 



ville, about 40 miles west of St. Louis. So here 
we are. I will retire again this June 30th. My 
health is good. Floretta had a heart attack in 
1997, but suffered no permanent damage. We 
have three kids and five grandkids.  VAHM -10 
(a precursor of VP-17) is planning a reunion for 
this coming October at Colorado Springs. I ll 
hope to make that one also.  

Judy DUDLEY (Lcdr Jim Dudley s widow) 
(1/19) 

 

I still regret that Jim and I were unable 
to make the reunion in Pensacola due to his 
medical treatment schedule. It s hard to believe 
that he s been gone for over a year already. I 
miss him very much. Hopefully I ll be able to 
attend the Memphis reunion. It would be good 
to see my many friends from those days.  

Peggy & Russ FREDRICK (1/10)  Thanks for 
all the good work you re doing with VP-1 POPs 
and keeping us together.   

PN2 Charlie GARDINER (10/26) - I wanted to 
let you all know that I made it back safely from 
South America. I had a great time there and 
made terrific improvements in my ability to 
speak Spanish. I'm now able to voice my dis-
pleasure at people without first having think 
about it. I'll probably "hang out" stateside for 
several months. Am thinking of going back to 
S.E. Asia and on to Japan (remember Iwakuni?) 
sometime after the new year begins. I've been 
somewhat of a vagabond for 2 years and I've 
found that once you assume that lifestyle, peo-
ple view you differently 

 

probably with good 
reason! I have some business interests that I 
hope to explore in both Taiwan and Japan and 
am hopeful I can make something of myself yet. 
I wish the best for all of our many shipmates 
and look forward to the next reunion. I ll make 
every effort to attend; it's on my calendar! I 
noticed that "Det Lost" was mentioned in one of 
our newsletters. Boy, do I remember that! I was 
the "blackshoe" on that fiasco, and what an 
adventure. I sure fell in love with Thailand on 
that trip and had such a good time. Everybody 
became so close on that exploit that we had a 
"Det Lost" party in Iwakuni a week or so after 
we returned. It was all very memorable for an 
18 year old youngster from Oregon!!!   

Marsha & Lt. Rocky GMEINER (11/20) 

 

Here s my dues. Sign me up for another two 
years. Looking forward to the next reunion.  

Berny & AWC Earl GREENMAN (11/5) 

 
Thought I d send along a few lines 

 
its been 

quite awhile. Berny and I have stuck pretty 
close to home this year. We plan to fly to Ha-
waii next year and take a cruise around the Is-
lands. I was there for four years but didn t see 
much of the outer islands, except from the air. 
Berny had foot surgery this year and she s still 
limping around a bit, but mending well. So far 
we ve both been in good health. Hope to keep 
cruising the world for awhile. HI to everyone, 
and we're looking forward to seeing you all at 
Memphis.  

Doris & Lcdr Chuck HIGHTOWER (1/5) 

 

My dues are enclosed. I m enjoying hearing all 
the news, good and bad. Plus all the excellent 
articles our shipmates have written. We appreci-
ate all the work  

Chris & AMH3 Carson HUNT (12/12) - En-
joyed the newsletter; as usual a job well done. 
It s always filled with lots of good stories. We 
have a new e-mail adress, CCAE45680@ 
YAHOO.COM . I m hoping to get a web site 
up and running soon. It seems I m always busy 
at one thing or another and just don't get around 
to doing it. Lately I have been enhancing an old 
photo that I took at Cubi Point. If I can get it to 
load I ll send it in as an attachment. (Got it, 
Carson. The old NAS Cubi R4D 

 

(C-47 in the 
modern lingo). Maybe someday I ll have room 
to put it in a newsletter). Chris is enjoying her 
work with the library s Extension Services, and 
her piano playing at the church.    

Ruth & AW2 Rich HUNT (2/2) - We have 
some exciting news. Our daughter, Annette, and 
her husband, Richard, are expecting twins this 
fall. So, I must do some sewing again. This 
news has caused a change to our travel plans. 
Annette and I were going to fly to England the 
end of May, but her doctor says no-no . So, 
we re putting that off for a year. The annual 
Nor west summer VP-1 POPs picnic will be 
held at our place the 10th of August. All are 
invited. Anyone that happens to be in the 
neighborhood (the great Pacific Northwest) 
should plan to stop by. It ll be a pot luck affair. 
So, bring yourselves, something to eat, and 
come and visit with us  all.   

Ellie & AEC Ben JOHNSON (1/10) 

 

Thanks for the dues reminder. My payment is 
enclosed. We ve recently had approximately 4 
of snow here along the Alabama-Georgia line. 
Caused a lot of places to close. Fort Benning 
shut-down for two days. Ellie got real excited as 
she doesn t get to see much of that white stuff, 
except if  we go up to Boston during the winter. 
Haven t heard from Bob Gray since before 
Christmas. (Hey, Bob! What s happening? We 
at VP-1 POPs also haven t heard from you in a 
very long time). See y all in Memphis.  

Patty & Cdr Bill JOHNSON (11/15) - Really 
enjoyed Jim

 

Hamilton s

 

story about the squad-
ron flag in the November newsletter. I cherish 
mine; a very nice memento. I have seriously 

considered donating my flag to the National 
Museum of Naval Aviation in Pensacola 

 
to 

hang there with the other squadron flags. VP-1 
was not represented at the museum; however, I 
read in the newsletter that Willie

 
Williams

 
and 

Jack

 
Adams were able to come up with a plaque 

and present it to the museum. "Good on ya", as 
the Aussies say. Patty and I recently returned 
from a trip to Guam to see our two sons. Sure is 
a long haul to see the kids! Matt has restaurants/
lounges on Guam and Saipan, and Dan (ex VP-
22 P-3 pilot) is a pilot with Continental Micro-
nesia. Guam sure has changed since my P-2 and 
P-3 trips there. World class hotels on Tumon 
Bay  NAS Agana gone (Continental using the 
big hangars)  a big new terminal at the airport 
(that once was NAS Agana). The boys took us 
to Australia; Cairns and Port Douglas up in the 
Northeast corner of the continent. Went diving 
on the Great Barrier Reef which was quite an 
experience. We ate tons of superb seafood! 
Came home via Tokyo 

 

non-stop from there 
to Newark in a Boeing 777. Long flight? Took 
us 12-hours  about an average P-3 patrol, (but 
the chow was better). Looking forward to the 
Memphis Muster. We ll see you there.   

Virginia & Grant Doc KEELER (1/12) 

 

Here are my dues for 02 and 03. Am planning 
on the 03 reunion at Memphis.  

Corrine & Lt(jg) Dave LARSON (11/17) 

 

Truly  appreciate your efforts 

 

no, should say 
success 

 

in providing this forum and galva-
nizing such a small snapshot of our lives into 
black and white. It has meant so

 

much

 

to us in 
these subsequent years. See ya at the Memphis 
Muster!  

Carmelita & ADJC Jimmy LEE (11/18) 

 

The 
November Newsletter is great! I m still reading 
it, over and over. Here s my dues for the next 
two years.  

Linda & AW3 Steve LINN (11/12) - Don: Can't 
get a free meal at a Golden Corral here, but, I 
gotta say, you're the best in the business. 
Thanks for taking the time to send this info to 
all of us and you deserve a wonderful vets day!  

Laura & AME2 Jim McNINCH (11/24) 

 

Here s my dues for the 2002-2003 period. The 
newsletter was great. We really enjoy hearing 
what s-up with all the old squadronmates. 
Please e-mail us an updated copy of the roster.  

Ellen & Lt(jg) Bob MILLER (11/19) 

 

Thanks 
for the latest newsletter. We re glad to see that 
Ed

 

Cashman has joined the group.  

Pat & AMHC Paul NULPH (12/24) 

 

Sign me 
up as a member 

 

and thanks for finding me. 
After retiring from the Navy in July of 74, I 
returned to my home town of Butler, PA. 
Helped my brother and father-in-law with their 
mobile home parts and service business. In 
March of 75 I started working for Weyerhauser 
as a Millwright. Stayed there till Thanksgiving 
of 1979 when I and about 35 others were laid 

P-3C WITH THE NEW  GLOSS PAINT SCHEME. 



 
FINANCES 

 
MONEY 

 
DUES 

 
ETC.  First, let me say that financially our organization is in the black. We have no overdue bills hanging 

over our heads and no collectors knocking at the door. And we aim to stay that way. But we do have expenses, and without income to counter those 
expenses we d soon be looking at red ink. The only income we have is the biennial dues our members pay. Dues, dues, dues! It seems that s all I ve 
been thinking about lately. If all our members who haven t yet paid their dues for 2002-2003 would immediately sit down, write a check, address an 
envelope, etc., I could quit thinking about them. I m tired of dues, dues, dues. Our membership dues are collected every two years 

  
at the begin-

ning of each even numbered year. But, you don t have to remember that! You don t have to leave yourself a sticky-note hanging on the refrigerator 
for two years. We notify all hands when payment is due. Isn t that nice? There was a notice in our last newsletter, the November issue, on page 8. 
All those whose membership payments were due were listed there by name. I believe everyone that receives our newsletter can read. Thanks to you 
folks who were prompt with your dues payment. Those who haven t yet sent your membership dues in, please do so quickly. Those not paid-up for 
the 2002-2003 biennium by 30 March 2002 will be downgraded to non-member status and will be removed from our active mailing list. If your 
dues aren t current this will be your last newsletter until your membership dues are paid-up. We, and you, I hope, don t want this to happen. But, 
those who don t chip-in to help with expenses can t expect to enjoy the benefits. These newsletters you receive don t get to you without a cost in-
volved. Right now the cost to have a VP-1 POPs newsletter delivered to your door is about $1.30 per person. And postage is going up again 

 

soon. Our telephone calls attempting to locate our so far unfound squadronmates are not free-of-charge. Printer paper, ink, envelopes, etc., etc., etc., 
are not free. Nuff said.  

Below is a list of our paid-up members-in-good-standing for the 2002-2003 biennium. This list was compiled on 3-2-02. If your name isn t on the 
below list you need to remit your dues as soon as possible. Our dues are $15. That pays for a two-year cycle. So, actually only $7.50 per year 

 

62½¢ per month 

 

14½¢ per week 

 

wow! What a bargain. Not even the cost of a can of soda. When paid you ll be a member-in-good-standing 
till the end of 2003. Make your check or money order payable to VP-1 POPs , and mail it to either me, President Hanson, or Vice President Hunt, 
(addresses below). If you think you ve already paid you membership dues for 2002-2003, but your name doesn t appear on the below list, please 
contact me so we can get things straightened out. I do make a mistake on occasion. Here s an alphabetical listing of VP-1 P-3 Orion Pioneers that I 
have as being paid-in-full for the 2002-2003 biennium:  

Jerry ADAIR;  Jack ADAMS; Jack BACHHOFER; Jeff BARCLAY; Marty BECKER; John BERGER; Dave BETZ; Gary BLOCKER; Ross 
BONNY; Gene BRENNAN; Bob BROWN; Tom BROWNING; Al BURCHI; Bruce CARPENTER; Ed CASHMAN; Ron CLAGGETT; Frank 
CONKLE; Jim COOLEY; Doug CROWE; Eddie DAYRITT; Mark DEICHERT; John DeTHOMAS; Bob DEVRIES; Pete DREES; Judy DUD-
LEY;  Donna DVORAK; Kay ERICKSON; Freddie FINK; Jack FORTE; Russ FREDRICK; Bob FREEDMAN; Cliff FREUND; Charlie GAR-
DINER; Mike GARRICK; Dan GARRISON; John GAUKEL; Pat GESLING; Bob GIDDINGS; Rocky GMEINER; Robroy GRAHAM; Earl 
GREENMAN; Jim GROMELSKI; Don GROVE; Denny GRUWELL; Dick HAGLUND; Jim HAMILTON; Don HANSON; Jim HARVEY; 
Chuck HIGHTOWER; Bert HOWARD; Charles HOWARD Jr.; Carson HUNT; Rich HUNT; George HUNTER; Foots HUSTON; Bill JOHNSON; 
Ben JOHNSON; Paul JOHNSTON; John JUNK; C. K. KAUAHI; Doc KEELER; Dave LARSON; Jack LAUTENSCHLAGER; Jimmy LEE; Bob 
LERSCH; Jim LUPER; Larry MANARO; Jim McALLISTER; Mac McCOMAS; Bob McCOY; Bill McDONOUGH; Paul McFARLAND; Donn 
McKINNON; John McLAURIN; Jim McNINCH; Bob MILLER; Ron MONTGOMERY; Burt MYERS; Paul NULPH; Bobby OLIVER; Dan 
OYLER; Virgil PATTIN; Larry PERDUE; Vic PESCE; Greg PIERCE; Gene POOLE; Frank RAYNOR; Harry RECTOR; Curt ROBERTS; Rich 
RUNDLE; Gary RYAN; Rick SALAS; Dave SANDERS; Ken SHERMAN; Tom SKOBLICKI; Rod SKOGE; Ward SMITH; Stu STEBBINGS; 
Don SWENDSEN; Mike TAYLOR; Jerry THORNBURG; Richard TOWNER; Dan TRUAX; Jerry VON RONNE; Dan WALDROP; Don 
WAUGH; Dennis WHITE; E. L. Willie WILLIAMS; Ken WILLIAMS; Dave WITT; Jim WOOTEN; Charlie YOUNG; and Mike ZINZ.  

As previously noted on page 8 of our November newsletter, due to carryovers from previous payments Cliff LEISINGER and Kingsley SUMNER 
only need to pay $10 to have their dues fully paid-up for 2002-2003.  

VP-1 P-3 ORION PIONEERS OFFICERS  

President  Don Hanson, 5130 N. Veness Pl., Oak Harbor, WA  98277  Phone: 360/240-0805  E-mail: dchanson@whidbey.net  

Vice President  Rich Hunt, (413 W. Hemmi Rd.), P. O  Box 342, Bellingham, WA  98227  Phone: 360/398-1696  E-mail: rrrnwestcr@aol.com  

Secretary & Treasurer  Don Grove, 2024 Briarwood Dr., Oak Harbor, WA  98277   Phone: 360/679-6161   E-mail: groovy@whidbey.net 

Sadly, we report the passing of three of our squadronmates from the early P-3 Orion days of 
VP-1. ATC Jon Swede Erickson passed away at Jacksonville, Florida, in November 
2001. AWCS Mike Glenn died at Birmingham, Alabama, in November 2001. And AO2 
Jack Barry passed away at Oahu, Hawaii, in February 2002. We salute these men who 
served their country well while performing their assigned duties with Patrol Squadron 
ONE, the Fleet s Finest. They ll be missed! Hand Salute! 

ATC Jon Swede 
Erickson  

AWCS Mike Glenn  

AO2 Jack Barry 




