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ALOHA to all VP-1 P-3 Orion Pioneers 

  

I ll begin this issue of our newsletter with a hearty WELCOME 
ABOARD to  those who have recently joined our VP-1 POPs group. 
Our newest VP-1 P-3 Orion Pioneers are: Dave BLASKO;  Bob 
BROWN; Charles & Michele DeBLIECK; John & Floretta 
DRIVER; Gary & Jan ETHERIDGE; Patti FERRIS (Dick s 
widow); RobRoy & Marsha GRAHAM; Jerry & Ruth GRIFFIN; 
Randall & Gloria HALLAS; Don & Deanna HALLWACHS; Steve 
& Marlene HEDRICK; Quent & Glenice HENDERSON; Cliff & 
Betty HENSEN; Paul HOUTCHENS; Jack & Cristina JOHNSON; 
Ed & Catherine McLAUGHLIN; Bill & Glenda MONROE; Dennis 
& Christine SIKORSKI; Harry & Sharon VAUGHN; Bob & Penny 
WAGNER; Mike WAGNER; John & Caroline WALTERS; Scott & 
Letitia WILDE;  and Allan & Ellen WILLIAMS.  As of this writing 
(late September) we have 253 members of our elite little organization. 
Alas, 31 of these 253 are lapsed members that haven t yet paid their 
dues for this biennium of 2002-2003. More on that later . . .  

Before I go on further, I want to apologize for this newsletter being 
late. It should have been on the street already. I ve had some problems 
with equipment  computer, scanner, etc.   but the main problem is 
that there are only seven 24-hour days per week. Not enough!  

P-3 Orions Play Prominent Role

 

 In Afghanistan

  

By Rowan Scarborough, The Washington Times  

Contributed by Ken WILLIAMS and Mac McCOMAS  

A lumbering Navy airplane first designed to scan the oceans for Soviet 
submarines played an unlikely pivotal role over the sharp ridges of 
eastern Afghanistan in the war s largest land battle.  

The four-engine P-3 Orion carried Navy SEAL commandos who radi-
oed descriptions of the enemy to fellow special operations troops 
fighting in the Shah-e-Kot valley down below. They told them, 
There s a vehicle coming in your direction, and our guys were able 

to set up ambushes," said a military officer, describing the numerous 
sorties these Orions flew before and during the 20-day Operation Ana-
conda that ended March 19th.  

The land-based P-3 also pinpointed enemy fighters and heated cave 
hide-outs through its thermal-sensitive infrared camera. The coordi-
nates were relayed to ground forces as well as jet fighters and heavy 
bombers.  

"It s new for the P-3 to be involved in strikes like that," said the senior 
military officer, who 

 

like other sources 

 

discussed the P-3 s 
prominent role on the condition of anonymity.  

Deploying the sea-searching patrol planes for mountain warfare in a 
landlocked country is another example of how the U.S. military is 
finding different ways to fight an unconventional enemy: Osama bin 
Laden s al Qaeda fighters. Green Berets ride on horseback with Af-
ghan tribal fighters. Strike fighter pilots "skip" bombs off Afghani-
stan s arid hard ground to penetrate a cave entrance. The carrier Kitty 
Hawk becomes an airfield for helicopter-borne special operations 
troops. And a submarine-hunting P-3 is now a soldier s best friend.  

"It wasn t uncommon for the P-3 crew to hear, Can you look over the 
next hill for me? ", said another military source.  

While the pilot-less Predator spy plane has drawn the most media 
attention, the turboprop P-3 has emerged as special operations troops 
favorite surveillance asset during this war. The 116-foot-long plane, 
designed in the 1950s and since upgraded with sophisticated sensors, 
filled a gap in wartime intelligence collections.  

Satellite photos were of limited use in Operation Anaconda. The reso-
lution could not convey the steep inclines of planned helicopter land-
ing zones, two officers said.  

In the previous major ground battle at Tora Bora, al Qaeda found out 
how their short-range radio and cell phone communications could tip 
off coalition forces. At Shah-e-Kot, the assembling al Qaeda of per-
haps 500 to 800 fighters largely maintained radio silence.  

The Predator has limits, too. The unarmed, Air Force-operated drones 
sent multiple pictures via the Global Broadcast System to various 
command centers, including Anaconda headquarters at Bagram, north 
of Kabul, and to Tampa, Fla., headquarters of U.S. Central Command. 
The live video, which some officers dub "pay per view," is not avail-
able to troops doing the actual fighting, however.  

Enter the P-3, an airframe design based on Lockheed s L188 Electra 
commercial airliner of the 1950s. Through its 1990s "Tactical Com-
mon Data Link," commanders could see what the P-3 crew saw. 
"Predator pictures are for the generals," said one officer. "P-3 s link 
straight to the ground. The guys on the ground below can see what the 
P-3 crew sees."  

The P-3s, which stayed just above the reach of shoulder-fired anti-
aircraft missiles, alerted commandos and infantry that the enemy was 
near.  

One officer likened al Qaeda to the Japanese warriors of World War II 
who would rather fight to the death than become prisoners. "Al Qaeda 
are not particularly skilled fighters, but anybody who is willing to die 
iis a challenge," the officer said. "There were a lot more than we 
thought at Shah-e-Kot. We thought there was going to be light resis-
tance." 




