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and taking-off again. (Sound familiar?) Armed with Maverick mis-
siles and the latest AIP modifications, P-3 crews flew over Iraq 24-
hours a day, seven days a week, providing critical time-sensitive 
intelligence directly to coalition ground forces. Simultaneously P-
3 s were airborne day and night over the Arabian Gulf providing 
armed surveillance support to the three carrier battle groups there. 
We did the same thing everyone else did, Smith said. Everyone 

was burning the candle at both ends. Assigned missions took P-3 
crews throughout the Arabian Gulf region and over Afghanistan, 
Kuwait, and Iraq.   

Shortly after Baghdad was captured, while hostilities were still 
raging in northern Iraq, VP-46 landed the first Navy aircraft at the 
recently captured Baghdad International Airport. This dangerous 
mission was made even more treacherous due to the lack of 
proper airport facilities at the battle-torn site. The active runway 
was actually a taxiway less than 100-feet wide. All of that airports 
runways had been destroyed. The crew, with Commanding Officer 
Steve Krotow in the left seat, landed by the numbers . Their mis-
sion: deliver the U. S. Fifth Fleet Commander to a battle strategy 
conference with Gen. Tommy Franks and other coalition battle 
commanders.   

SPACE A TRAVEL 

  

The Department of Defense now allows spouses to accompany their 
sponsors on space-available air travel within the continental United 
States. This is a one-year test program which ends on 31 March 2004. 
Previously Space-A travel for a spouse was authorized only outside of 
ConUS. Retirees may sign-up for travel 60-days in advance. For more 
info go on-line to HTTP://AMCPUBLIC.SCOTT.AF.MIL /SPACEA/SPACEA.HTM  

P-3 WARTIME ACTION  

Compiled from Whidbey News-Times and  
NAS Whidbey Island Crosswind articles  

The VP-46 Grey Knights began their deployed operations 
while still relieving VP-1. A suspected arms smuggler from North 
Korea with a possible cargo of Scud missiles was heading to-
ward the Gulf region. Aircrews from VP-1 and VP-46 tracked the 
ship as it made its way around India and headed north. A VP-46 
P-3 was overhead when Spanish Navy Special Forces boarded 
the vessel and found the Scuds. Orion aircrews also discovered 
several oil smuggling ships in the Arabian Gulf, some while they 
were actively transferring their illegal cargo. On the strength of 
information provided by P-3 aircrews the rogue ships were 
boarded and seized. The effect of these actions is estimated to 
have reduced illegal oil smuggling by over 30 percent.  

When hostilities began in Iraq augmentation from sister squad-
rons VP-1, VP-40, and VP-47 provided the requisite aircraft, 
aircrews, and support to keep three P-3s airborne on-station 
with the ground forces as they pushed north in Iraq. Infrared and 
electro-optical imaging capabilities of the AIP P-3s helped pre-
vent any surprises and allowed coalition battlefield commanders 
to choose the time and place of engagements. During major 
ground battles of the war one could almost guarantee there was 
a P-3C flying overhead in support.  

VP-46 s Lt. Matt Smith quietly went about his job during the Iraqi 
War. He piloted one of the squadrons P-3C Orions. He flew 24 
combat missions over enemy territory helping clear the way for 
troops on the ground. It was the 32-year old pilot s first time fly-
ing the eye-in-the-sky AIP P-3 aircraft in combat.  

You just have to focus on the mission and the big picture and 
hope that you don t screw-up, he said. The biggest thing is that 
you don t want to let them (the ground troops) down. His 11-
person P-3 crew from NAS Whidbey flew air support for U. S.  
and coalition forces that were advancing toward Baghdad, relay-

ing information to them about 
any approaching dangers on 
the ground. Although flying 
quite high, Smith said they 
were shot at regularly.  

Their world consisted of flying 
12 to 13 hours, sleeping 
when and where they could, 

Below. A VP-46 P-3 Or ion and its aircrew, at Baghdad International Airpor t 
in Apr il of 2003. This was the first Navy aircraft to land at the newly cap-
tured field during the Iraqi War. 


