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 VP-1 Lineage 

(per Naval Historical Center) 
Established 15 Feb 1943 at NAS  
Deland, Florida as VB-128 / VB-128, 
was redesignated as VPB-128 on 1 
Oct 1944; VPB-128 was redesignated 
VP-128 on 15 May 1946; VP-128 was 
redesignated VP-ML-1 on 15 Nov 
1946; VP-ML-1 was redesignated 
VP-1 on 1 Sep 1948. 
=========================== 

=========================== 
ALOHA! The PATROL SQUAD-
RON ONE (VP-1) P-3 Orion Pio-
neers (POPS) is a group of Navy vet-
erans, and their families, who served 
aboard VP-1 during and immedi-
ately after its transition from the SP-
2H Neptune to the P-3B Orion. 
=========================== 
Note: As Editor, I have taken license 
to straighten out the correct num-
bering  of our newsletters. Don   

Grove published fourteen (14), but 
two of those did not have a number; 
Bill Johnson published one newslet-
ter without a number which brings 
us to the sixteenth (16th). We will 
attempt to keep a numerical order in 
the future. Louie Tafoya  
=========================== 

VP-1 POPS HISTORY 
(By Don Grove) 

The VP-1 P-3 Orion Pioneers 
(POPS) consists of people who were 
a part of Patrol Squadron ONE be-
tween the beginning of 1969 to the 
end of 1974. VP-1 transitioned to the 
P-3B Orion at NAS Whidbey Island 
in 1969 hence the name VP-1 P-3 
Orion Pioneers , commonly referred 
to as VP-1 POPS . The purpose of 
the VP-1 POPS organization is to 
maintain contact amongst people 
who served with the squadron dur-
ing those times and to facilitate peri-
odic reunions of squadron mates 
from that era.  
The faint beginnings of the VP-1 
POPS group arose during the sum-
mer of 1996. 

 Paul 'Shark' Morasch (a VP-1 
AW ), and his wife Carolyn, were 

visiting with Rich and Ruth Hunt 
(another VP-1 "AW") at the Hunt  

home in Bellingham, WA. They and 
the Hunts knew that there were 
many guys residing in the Pacific 
Northwest area that had been with 
VP-1 during the 1969 transition to P-
3s, and the ensuing early Orion 
years. After extensive research and 
many phone calls a bunch of the old 
crew was gathered together for a 
Saturday cookout at Hunt Acres just 
outside Bellingham, WA.  
At this gathering it was decided to 
expand the search for VP-1 squad-
ronmates of the 1969 through 1974 
era for a bigger get-together the fol-
lowing summer. By the time of the 
July 1997 reunion at Bellingham 
over 350 ex-squadronmates (officer 
and enlisted) had been located. 
Carolyn Morasch, "Shark's" wife, 
located a large portion of these ex-
squadronmates by searching on the 
internet, and utilizing e-mail and the 
telephone for personal contact. 
Over 100 people attended the sum-
mer '97 reunion at Hunt's Acres. 
People came from all over the coun-
try. Three of our CO's from those 
by-gone days attended: 'Tex' Cole-
man; Bill Johnson; and Russ 
Fredrick. "Goose" Gesling's widow, 
Pat, also was there. (Ex-CO's Burt 
Howard and Cliff Freund sent re-
gards, but were unable to attend). 
1974 XO Jim Luper, was located a 
short time later and promptly joined 
the organization.  
All the wise heads at that '97 reunion 
concurred that we should hold fu-
ture reunions periodically; at the 
time every three years sounded right   
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to all concerned. So, planning for a 
year 2000 reunion was commenced. 
The VP-1 POPS group was officially 
organized in late 1997 after that very 
successful initial reunion. The first 
membership dues were collected, 
which paid for years 1998 and 1999.  
The second great VP-1 POPS ALL-
HANDS gathering was held at Pen-
sacola in May of 2000. Over 150 peo-
ple attended this Y2K Reunion 
which was a resounding success. All 
living VP-1 CO s of the 1969-74 era 
except one attended this gala. A fine 
time was had by all, along the shores 
of Pensacola Bay. Retired AMSC 
"Willie" Williams, a resident of Pen-
sacola, hosted this reunion. He did a 
great job!  
At the Pensacola gathering it was 
decided that our next reunion would 
be held in the late summer of 2003 at 
Memphis. AMCS Mike "Grumpy" 
Taylor volunteered for, and was ap-
pointed as chairman for this next 
get-together. The Memphis Muster 
was held at the Naval Support Activ-
ity, Mid-South, in September of 
2003. NSA Mid-South is the old 
NATTC Memphis located at Milling-
ton, TN, about 20 miles north of 
downtown Memphis. This time 180+ 
from the VP-1 family mustered-up. 
Four of the squadron s previous 
Commanding Officers and five of its 
previous Master Chiefs were there, 
and not a cane among them. Lots of 
smiles, hugs, and even some tears 
were seen. Mike Taylor and his 
group of VP-1 POPs volunteers were 
accorded a hearty round of applause 
for an outstanding job.  
At the 2003 business meeting that 
closed-out the Memphis Muster, the 
assembled membership voted to hold 
VP-1 POPs reunions every two years 
vice three years. And folks chose to 
have their next VP-1 POPs reunion 
at Brunswick, ME. Greg Pierce and 
Quen Henderson volunteered to co-
host this Maine Event during the 
summer of 2005. So, until further 
notice VP-1 POPS reunions will be 
held each odd numbered year. Also, 
a slate of officers was presented to   

and approved by the membership: 
Bill Johnson as President, Louis Ta-
foya as Vice President, Greg Pierce 
as Secretary and Quentin Henderson 
as Treasurer. The President ap-
pointed Paul Shark Morasch as 
Newsletter Editor and Ed McLaugh-
lin as Chaplain. K. B. Sherman was 
subsequently appointed as Member-
ship Chairman and Internet Infor-
mation Coordinator/Webmaster. 
=========================== 

MEMBERSHIP 
The VP-1 P-3 Orion Pioneers con-
sists of people who were a part of 
Patrol Squadron ONE between the 
beginning of 1969 to the end of 1974. 
Persons who were attached to the 
squadron anytime during that pe-
riod are eligible for membership in-
cluding widows, ex-spouses, and tech 
reps. Membership keeps one on the 
active mailing list. Paid up members 
of the group receive the VP-1 POPS 
newsletters.  
VP-1 POPS members reside in every 
part of our vast nation. All living 
CO s and XO s of the specified time 
frame are members. We currently 
have over 500 names and addresses 
on our VP-1 POPS roster. Sadly, 
over 70 of the men listed on the ros-
ter are deceased, and the number is 
ever increasing. There are still over 
400 VP-1 squadron mates from the 
1969  1974 era that have yet to be 
found. If you know the location of 
someone that was a part of VP-1 
during 1969  1974 please notify the 
Membership Chairman or one of the 
officers.  
Collection of a membership fee was 
begun in early 1998 when the group 
was formally organized. Many 
squadron mates also donated money 
to the organization, over and above 
their required membership fee, to 
get the organization started on a 
solid financial footing. Our associa-
tion funds are used for publishing 
and distributing periodic newslet-
ters, payment of routine office and 
administrative expenses, and to de-
fray costs incurred searching for our 
many, as yet, unfound squadron  

mates. All our association officers 
and committee persons serve volun-
tarily. No one is paid for their efforts 
or time.  
=========================== 

HOW TO JOIN 
To join the VP-1 POPS, contact the 
Membership Chairman, the Secre-
tary or the Treasurer. Upon your 
joining you will be sent a copy of the 
master roster containing the names, 
addresses, phone numbers, and e-
mail addresses of all your squadron 
mates from the 1969  1974 era that 
have been located. This roster also 
indicates those that are VP-1 POPS 
members in-in-good-standing, and 
the names of squadron mates known 
to have passed away. On the active 
mailing list you will be sent future 
newsletters and any other pertinent 
information concerning the group.  
Current membership dues are 
$15.00 for a two year cycle. Biennial 
VP-1 POPS dues are assessed at the 
beginning of each even numbered 
year. Dues payments are now being 
accepted by the VP-1 POPS Treas-
urer for the 2004  2005 biennium. 
=========================== 

VP-1 POPS OFFICERS 
& COMMITTEES:  

VP-1 POPS Officers

                   

PRESIDENT: Bill Johnson, 
2637 Capstone Dr. Montgomery, AL 
36106 (334) 272-9009 
billpatty@charter.net
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VICE PRESIDENT : Lou Tafoya, 
6411 Avalon Rd. NW, Albuquerque, 
NM 87105 (505) 836-3189 
ljtafoya@msn.com

 

SECRETARY:  Greg Pierce, 
4 Maynard Dr., Topsham, ME 04086 
(207) 729-8250 
piercg@suscom-maine.net

                      
TREASURER:  Quent Henderson, 
183 Bean Rd., Otisfield, ME 04270  
(Cell) (207) 522-9186 E-mail Pending                  

CHAPLAIN :  Ed McLaughlin, 
1499 E Silver Lake Rd., Oak Har-
bor, WA 98277 (360) 675-6818 
edmac-1@msn.com

   

VP-1 POPS Committees

   

NEWSLETTER EDITOR/
PUBLISHER:  Vacant-Temporarily  
filled by Lou Tafoya   

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR : Vacant               

INTERNET INFORMATION CO - 
ORDINATOR/WEBMASTER : 
KB Sherman, 89 Adams Rd., North 
Grafton, MA 01536 (508) 839-5277 
asa66@charter.net

 

===========================  

VP-1 POPS FUTURE AND PAST 
EVENTS:  

FUTURE

  
2005 BRUNSWICK MAINE REUN-
ION CO-CHAIRMEN : 
Quent Henderson, Greg Pierce   


